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PREFACE. HI 

been fairly ftated ; and it fhall be expli- 
citly anfwerecL 

The Author declares then, that he does 
not confider himfelf freed from the engage- 
ment he voluntarily entered into, when' he 
figned the Affociation of the County of 
York ; that engagement he deems an irre- 
vocable adl, which will bind him to the end 
of his life, unlefi. the obje&s fhall be fooner 
obtained for which that meafure was con- 
certed. In thefe fentiments, he believes that 
the aflbciated Freeholders of Yorkfhire are 
generally agreed ; though he is aware, that 
a few exceptions there poflibly may be. — 
But the permanent nature of the Affocia- 
tion would not juftify the affumption of 
any permanent power by the Committee. 
The Committee was a deputed, not as its 
enemies in vain endeavoured to reprefent 
it, a felf-created Body. It was originally 
appointed by a General Meeting of the 
County of York, in the year 1 779 ; and it 
was re- appointed by feveral fublequent 
County Meetings for certain purpofes, and 
with certain powers,, fpecified at the time 
of appointment : In conformity with the 
truft thus vetted in them, and in ftridl ad- 
herence to the principles of Reprefentation, 
a 2 the 
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the Gentlemen of the Yorldhire Committee: 
exerted vigorous efforts for a period of more 
th^n five years, to effsdt a moderate but fub- 
ftantial . Reformation of Parliament ; and. 
twice* in. the cpurfe of that time, they re- 
ported their Proceedingsto their Coriftituenta* 
in full Meetings of the County of Yorl^, an4' 
received their- approbation of their condujft*. 
After that period, when the meafures. 
which they had laboured with- fo . muck 
zeal to recommend to their Countrymen, 
for want of general fopport by the People^ 
were defeated in Parliament by the; joint 
influence of the Ariftocracy* it would have, 
beendifadvantagfous to the caufe of liberty 
to have wearied, the friends . of .political Re*, 
formation with hopelgfs etertions* It to&. 
evident that the natiojp* at that time, wa*» 
notripe for Reformation; axid the repetition, 
of unsupported demands by the County of: 
York would but have topped, by giving, 
their patriotic efforts an appearance, of ri-, 
diculous obftinacy^.tQ difcredit at once the. 
County, and the Cauffc which it had fo well* 
fupported, ■ • . 

For thefe reafons it has been underwood, 
that no Meeting of the Coaapikttt has. beea 
held fince the rejedlioai of Mr* Pitt's jpotiaot 
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in Parliament, m the year 1785, to amend* 
the R»eprefentation of Parliament j and it- 
was prudent thus to difcontinue their ex-% 
ertions, till, from the more general concur- 
rence of their fellow-citizens, their a<5livky 
was likely to fucceed. But after having: 
ceafed for feven years to exercife their 
powers as a Deputed Body, the Committee 
furely could not, with propriety, refume 
their operations, without frefib authority- 
from the County, of York* It would Jbc 
ftrange indeed, if the juft principles of 
Reprefentation were violated by the very 
Perfons whom it behoves to adhere to. 
them with the molt fcrupuious exadU. 
nefs j whole, conftant complaint it has been, 
that thofe principles have not been duly, 
regarded,. either in the formation or in the* 
condu<5l of the Legiflature* ' It may be 
confidently aflerted, that the Gentlemen 
who compofed the Committee of Yorkshire- 
will never aft in a manner unbecoming 
their Conftitutional principles, that they 
will wait in filent expectation tilt the^ 
altered fentiments of their fellow-citizens r 
fhall have rendered it expedient, in* the- 
opinion of the. County of York, to renew 
thaftroggle todeftroy the Syftem of Par^ 
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VI PREFACE. 

liamentary Corruption. Then, and not 
Before, the a&ivity of the former Com- 
mittee, (if the County {hall think fit to 
repofe that truft in them again,) may be 
recommenced with propriety, and with a 
much better profpedt of fuccefs than from 
a different' conduft could be expe&ed. 

In thefe fentiments the Author hopes that 
he has the general concurrence of theGentle- 
men of the Committee with whom he had 
the honour to a& ; and whofe long-expe- 
rienced candour, and confidence in the 
uprightness of his intentions, he never can 
think of without a mixed fenfation of pride 
and gratitude. With that difinterefted band 
of Patriots he will be moft ready to co-oper- 
ate again whenever the proper feafon for re- 
newing their enterprife fhall have arrived ; 
and their Conftituents fhall have re-ap- 
pointed them a Committee for the attain- 
ment of the fame laudable and neceflary 
Reformation which they before propofed,by 
the fame peaceful and legal means which 
they before employed ; and he trufts that 
their ardour to refnme this honourable pur- 
fuit is alfo undiminished — that they behold 
with pleafure the increafing zeal of their 
countrymen in the caufe of Reformation — 

and 
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PREFACE. Vll 

and the nearer approach of that Favourable 
moment, when, with the approbation and 
renewed authority of the County of York, 
and with a more decifive concurrence of 
the real friends of the Conftitution in other 
parts of the kingdom, their efforts may be 
fticcefsfully exerted to obtain a juft redrefs 
of their Conftitutional Grievances. 

The reader lhall now be detained only 
till he is apprifed, that the invitation of 
Dr. Price by the Gongrefs of America, in 
the year 1780, to go over to aflift in the 
regulation of their finances ; and his con- 
currence in feritiment with the General 
Body of Diffenters, when in the year 1 784 
they "ftrenuoufly oppofed Mr. Fox's Eaft- 
India Bill, are fadls aflerted in the Defence 
on the authority of Mr. William Morgan, 
Dr. Price's nephew, by whom the informa- 
tion was-obligingly communicated, thrpugh 
friends connected with that Gentleman and 
the Author. 



York, 
April 9, 1792, 
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In the PRESS, and in afw months zvill bcpublifiicd, 
By the Rev. Christopher Wyvill, 

A Colledtion of Political Papery 

IN THREE VOLUMES* OCrj?0 9 

Chiefly rdpedfing the htfie Attempt by 4he 
County of York, and other AssbCiATtfb 
Bodies, to effed a Reformation of the 
PARLIAMENT of Gr£At-BritXin/ 
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D E F- E N C E 

OF 

Dr. PRICE, .«* 



H 



f AVING lately employed fnyfelf in forming 

: La adleflioii of Political Papers, chiefly re- 

i^e&ing the attempt by fevcnd of our Counties, 
principal Cities and Towns, to correft the Cor! 
ruption and reftbre the Freedom and Independ- 
ence of Parliament, from Ttear the end oftho 
year 1779, to the middle of the year 1785, I 
have been unavoidably led by the nature of my 
tafcto perufe the.greateft part of the papers 
which were pubHfted by Popular Meetings, in 
different parts of the kingdom, during that pe- 
riod. After this review of their Proceedings, 
I think it may be afferted with truth, that the 
general conduit of thefe Affemblies of the Col- 
lective Body and the Committees appointed by 
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them, was unexceptionably prudent and manly} 
that their language wag firm but decent, to- 
coming FREEMEN alarmed by the misfortunes 
of an ill-fated and expenfive War, and juftly 
offended by the fervility and corruption of their 
Reprefentatives ; that their meafures were fin- 
cerely defigned to promote the Public good, fup- 
ported with vigour and perfeveririg zeal,[ yet 
with a conftant adherence to order and legality, 
and finally fuccefsful to terminate thofe fatal 
hoftilities, and introduce a more faithful and 
oeconomical expenditure of the Public Money. 
But the Affociations had been convinced at an 
early period that fomewhat more than Peace, 
and a retrenchment of the public expenditure 
was neceffary for the fafety ofthe Country. They 
had feen, that the Corruption of Parliament and 
the continuation of the Civil War with Amtri^ji 
were juftly to be imputed to thofe grots abufifc 
in the frame and duration of Parliament, which 
had chiefly origiaated in the prefent century \ 
and that unlefi ?n effe&ual redrefs of thoft 
grievances could be obtained, the evils of a 
corrupt Adminiftration might ftpon be experU 
enced again, to the utter ruin of the nation, 
Againft thefe abufes therefore the efforts of the 
Popular Meetings wore principally dire&ed, but 
without fucceik, although in effeflt they aimed at 
not much more than the Reftoration of the Con- 

* * - * * tot 

ftitution as it had flood foon after the xraof the 
Revolution. For fin ce that period, from the great 
extenfion of our commerce and diftant terri* 
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tonal poflfeffi'ons, and the consequent augmenta- 
tion of our naval and military eftablifhment*, 
from the continual accumulation of taxes, and 
the proportional increafe of thofe perfons by 
whom they are colle&ed, the Crown has gra- 
dually been enabled to influence or command 
Ele&ions in many fea-ports and other places, 
while within the fame period, in iUll more Bo- 
Toughs the Ariftocracy by various unwarrant- 
able arts, efpecially by creating fraudulent and 
fictitious votes, has deftroyed the Right of Elec- 
tion, and acquired the abfolute power of nomi- 
nation. To obtain the Repeal of the Septennial 
Aft, and a juft Redrefs of thefe ufurpations in 
the Boroughs, were the ultimate obje&s of the 
Popular purfuit ; but the laft <lf thefe necefiary 
meafures the Affociations did not endeavour to 
effed on the extenfive principle 6f univerfal 
fuflrage; but in a more temperate mode, in 
whiph a fubftantial improvement of the. Con- 
4titutibn might have been fafely and peacefully 
accomplished. And in the whole progrefs of 
this enterprife of the People to correct great and 
dangerous abufes, I believe not one inftance can 
be produced of difloyalty to the Prince on the 
Throne, or difaffc&ion to the Conftitution, 
which is difcoverable in any expreffion by any 
one public Meeting; hardly, perhaps, by any 
individual Member of the Affociated Bodies. 

In thefe meafures the Proteftant Diflenters con- 
currcd, With equal temper and moderation, and 
with fignal unanimity throughout the kingdom. 
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But if any man fhould entertain a ftfpkioo*tha£ 
tinder this cloak of moderation they covered 
finifter defigns at that time, it is but inptpartial 
juftice to ftate* that the fufpicion mull be ill- 
founded, that it is contradi&ftL by facts which, 
prove their attachment to th$ true Principles of 
the Conftitution, at that feafon of great and ge- 
neral difcontent ; • when any latent difloyalty to 
the Prince, any fecret ,wi(h to change the ge- 
neral frame of our Government* would have 
been difclofed by the heat and effervefcence of 
the times* The reverfe of thefe diipofitions then 
was theirs; in every meeting, of which the 
Diflenters compofed a majority, or any confi- 
derable part, it may be remarked with truth, 
that the language of their Petitions, and of their 
Plans of Affociation, ftrongly cxpreffed their 
adherence tothe Principles of our mixed Go- 
vernment, by King, Lords, and Commons. I 
• fhall particularly point out the Petition of the 
County of Cambridge in ,1760, that of the 
County of Kent in 1782, and the Forms of Affo- 
ciation adopted about that time by the towns 
of Cambridge and Nottingham, as containing 
evident proofs of this afiertion.* 

Thefe circumftanccs appear fuffidently to ex- 
culpate the Diflenters from the charge of dif* 
- affedion at that juncture ; and fince the prefer- 
vation of ourConflitutional Liberties, and of the 
Brunfwick Family on the Throne, may be juftly 

afcribed 

* For thefe Paper*, fee the Appendix. 
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'afcribed ill A grtat meafure to th<!ir s£al atid 
fettftchta^nt; oftth inanifefted in times of public 
diftrefs and danget ; any charge of difaffe&km oh 
that reipeftable body of men> now when public 
affairt are condufted with profperity and with at- 
tention to the mtefrfcfts and opinions of the cqm- 
ttitmity, muft appear highly improbable j and if 
not eftablHhed by very dear and decifive prooft* 
ougkt to be rejected as a groundlefs and incre- 
dible accusation. 

Arid yet this injurious imputation, which on 
■tfle late fridtion for a Tepeal of the Teft Laws 
wasurg&Iagainft the Diffent&s #ith uncorti* 
tfteh vehemence, feems to hare been lightly ad- 
tfiitted as a charge indiffmtably proved, though 
^nfuppcfrted by any more folid ground of con* 
iti&ion, than vague furmife and perfonai invec* 
live. By the Teft Laws, the Diffenters are ig- 
^omihldtofly matfced as men unfit to be tnrfteri 
Htfth any honourable or advantageous office, of 
•a fliare even 'tit the Government of a Corporate 
Town t thiy arte forbidden to indulge the \friflt, 
Which evtry good Citizen muft naturally feel, 
to fervi his Cohntry in any civil or military 
^Klft for which his attainments fit him ; their 
capacities for pubKc employment are doomed 
to lie uncultivated irid lifelefs j the avenues of 
honeft iitabition arte barred againft them, and 
the conditions on which alone they can bi 
opened are wore degrading than the exclufion 
feiaf. Under this kmgr proftription, the pati- 

B ence 
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ence of the DjUTenters was not wearied out; 
their affe&ion to the Government, which, in 
this refped had treated them harlhly, was not 
alienated. For fifty years they acquiefced in 
Jilence under the difgrace and difabilities of the 
Teft Laws. At laft, obferving the more liberal 
. fpirit of this age, and the tolerant difpofition 
which had been difplayed by Parliament in their 
recent conceffions to the Roman Catholics, and 
to their own Minifters, they were encouraged 
to renew their humble requefts, that the Teft 
Laws might be repealed. But when their com- 
plaints were heard once more, they were not 
couched in fullen or reproachful language; they 
were expreffed with a refpe&ful deference to 
.Parliament, yet with that decent firmnefs which 
.freedom and confcious integrity will always in- 
fpire. Nothing prior or fubfequent to their de- 
feat has indicated a fpirit of mutinous difaffec- 
tion, or difobedience ( to the laws.' After re* 
peated denials of that equality of Civil Rights, 
to which every unofiendihg Citizen has a juft 
claim, they have ceafed to importune Parlia- 
ment; they have retired from the Bar of the 
Legiflature with the dignity of injured but pa- 
tient men, who have learned to bear l^gal ignor 
miny without deje&ion or unfeeroly irritation ; 
who have refolved to await the flow Revolution 
of Public Opinion, and relying op the re&itude 
of their caufe, and the increafing. influence of 
reafon alone, ftill truft that theur cou/itrymen 
' • * ' wiU 
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will at laft grant them that juftice which they ; 
have, hitherto refufed. 

* Againft fuch men requefting to ftiare the ' 
Common Rights of Citizens, the ordinary pleas 
tff Intolerance would have been addreffed with 
little efFeft to the candour and liberality of Par- 
liament ; their eager oppofers would have at- '• 
tempted in vain to give' to their unjuft policy ; 
the colour of political expediency; in vain they 
would have endeavoured to alarm the Friends 
of our limited Monarchy, by renewing the 
hackneyed objeftions, that Diffenters, deeming 
Epifcopacy unwarrantable by Scripture, muft be 
enemies to the Inftitution of Biihops, muft wilh 
the Abolition of an Order of Men who form an 
important part of the Legiflature ; whofe right 
of voting with the Peers could not be taken 
away without expofing the Crown to Demo* 
cratic Invafion, 

The Tuggeftion is unfupported by any colla- 
teral circumftances, or any apparent likelihood 
of danger ; it probably would have made little 
impreffion on Parliament, and it furely could have 
been applied with little profpeft of fuccefs to 
thofe Senators, whofe opinions juftly bear the 
the greateft weight in that affemblyv — For it 
muft have been inftantly felt, that to wifli fome 
important changes in the form of Government 
is not inconfiftent with the true idea of alle- 
giance ; that ratiohal'and good Men might deem 
the Cinque Port Barons an objectionable part 
B 2 of 
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o£ the HoaSi of Commons, of the ttanflntkpi q£ 
Bifhops a defed in the Houfe of Peers ; that it 
even might be their opinion, that the entire «*• 
cjufion of that Order from the Houfip. of Peer* 
\yould he neither injurious to Religion, nor dif- 
advantageous to the political intereft pf thf Com- 
munity } and yet fuch Men wight he truly good 
Citizens, might cor#jil\y approve on* Govern* 
n>ent by £ing, Lords, and Common^, flight 
upon the whole be well fatisfied with that ffcare 
of happinefs which may be, enjoyed undf r Qur 
Conftitution j might have no defign* no wtfh to 
diftusb the tranquillity of tL-e public j on the 
cpntj-ary* conceiving our Government \o be in-, 
•**efted with a lawful. and 4 ben?$cial authority, 
they might chearfully fubmit to it in a private 
ftation, and be willing, in a publ^ic capacity,, tQ 
fupport it with fidelity: and a&ive z^al, . 

Thefe are the difpofitions whic^, ift a larger 
view than that of Ariel law, cogititute a. good 
Citizen; arid, where thefe; ditpofitions are evi- 
dent, U is a matter of no cpneerp to the St^ 
to fcrutinize thought, or ta pais a judicial £eiw 
tence on private opinion, and haiwJefc if not 
ufefiil fpeculatiop. If Mpn of thefe diipofitigaj 
flxould nqt be thought to bear that dutiful aU 
tachment to the State, which our laws require* 
if allegiance ftiould be conftrued to imply an acw 
ceptance of the Conftitution and all its eftablifh- 
menus, as perfed models of political witdora, 
and absolutely inpapable qf any emendation; 

allegiance 
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allegiance would be incompatible 'with common 
feafe and obfe* vation. Such an idea of allegi- 
ance is manifeftly indefenfiblp — contending par- 
ties mull have agreed to renounce it. 

lu all probability, therefore, the application 
for a repeal of the Teft Laws would have been 
admitted by the united wifdom and juftice of 
the Houfe, if more powerful means, had not 
be*n found to rouze the jealous fpirit of State 
Policy ; and to fttpprefe, in minds of the greateft 
benignity and wifdora of the pur^fi: piety and 
virtue, their better principles of TOLERATION* 

So&q Di&atmg Minifters of muck ability 
and reputation bad hazarded* with axi honeit 
zeal* to pubtoth their opinions on the Lnutilhy 
and impropriety of any religious eftablifhment ; 
had esprefied a dcteftation of the corruptions. of 
Parliament* and an admiration of certain Repub- 
lican forms of Gwernment. Thefe hardy fen* 
titEKRf $ were detailed to the Houfe in quotations 
from the Authors alluded to; and their Adver- 
iary, whofe declamatory talents, for fome years* 
had been tittie, attended to, had once more the 
fatisfa&ion to find that the Houfe Kftened to 
him, aod that his perfonal invectives had made 
that impreffion which he wtfhed, and which his 
rc^fqning muft have foiled to produce. * A ma* 
jority of the Members were (hocked by thefe 
freedoms of fpecufetive Men, they were appalled 
by the magnified dangers of INNOVATION} 
one common femknent of fear pervaded their 

breafts; 
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breads, ftifled their accuftomed feelings of equity * 
and benevolence, and determined them ftill to 
prolong the reftraint of thofe partial laws, by 
which our Diffenting Brethren are held in a ftate 
of difgracefiil inferiority ; " Thou art not Carfar's 
friend if thdu let thefe Men go free/' 

But if the Diffenting Minifters, who were re- 
probated on this occafibn with fo much feverity, 
had really been as bad Citizens, as turbulent 
and feditious Men, as their accufer wifhed to re- 
present them, how could it confift with juftice 
for the faults of two or three Individual Difien- 
ters to punifh thoufands of that denomination, 
not only without evidence of their difloyalty, : 
but even againft their folemn proteftations of 
attachment to the Conftitution, before the accu- 
sation was heard or fufpeded ; and againft the 
ftronger proof refulting from the uniform and 
collective loyalty of the Diffenters for the pre- 
ceding century. If the General Body of Diffen- 
ters in the prefent age fhould be acquitted of 
difloyalty, and yet their punifhment as difloyal 
Men fliould be thought neceffary, becaufe the 
influence of the Minifters alluded to* may too 
probably taint the Diffenters of the next gene* 
ration with their obnoxious principles, it is im- 
poffible toforefee, to what intolerable oppreffion 
this ftrange principle may not lead the Legifla- 
ture. Juftice ought to be to States as well as 
to Individuals, the unchangeable rule of their 
morality; to inflict hardships on particular clafles 

of 
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of Men, who have actually done nothing to 
merit them, is a palpable breach of that rule, 
which the bare poflibility of. danger from thofe 
Men cannot juftify. But to treat Men of this 
age with hardfhip, on a precarious fpeculation, 
that dangers may arife from other Men of the 
fame fed in fome future generation, is to com- 
bine the utmoft injuftice with the moft manifeft 
impolicy. 

Obfervations like thefe were ably, though 
ineffcdually, urged in favour of the Diflenters, 
by their magnanimous Advocate on the late mo- 
tion for the Repeal of the Teft-Ad. But the 
powerful reafoning urged on that occafion might 
have received perhaps, fome additional force, had 
it been inquired whether the allegations againft 
•the accufed individuals afford any fubftantial 
ground even for their convidion as bad Citi- 
zens, on whom the difabilities of the Teft Laws 
miglit be inflided, or continued with juftice. 
. That this queftion may be difcufied with bre- 
vity, I fhall confine myfelf to the confideration 
of the (ingle cafe of Dr. Price, whofe talents and 
virtues juftly placed him at the head of the 
Diflenters; but whofe charader, mild and amia- 
ble as it was, could not proted him from the 
rage of their Accufer, who infulted his feeling* 
with infolent cenfure or more infolent comment 
dation ; .who exhaufled all the arts of his falfe 
and fraudulent eloquence to render this excel- 
lent Man at once odious and defpicabk \ aiming 
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fa lis liippofed crhnhialityio involve the wholft 
Body of the Difleiiters, and ultimately to diF- 
credit the caufe of Political Reformation, aird 
thfe hlen by wh6ift that caufe had been pro- 
ftioted. 

It has been alfegedj and a deep impreffioh 
lias "been made by the allegatioh, that mote dan- 
gerous prfttciples of ndmcotiformity hire 1>efeh 
introduced or revived by Dr. Price, than thofe 
which had been the ufual ground of reparation 
iffigfted by his predfccefibrs'. That his dtffent fras 
not merely a diffike of fiifliops or of the Clerical 
Vefhfrents j a difapprobation of cmi< Liturgy ami 
bur Articles of Rdigion ; or d convi&km that 
tht impofitioti of human forttifi Sf ftith- arid 
Worfhip is inconfifttint with thd Bberty Of Chrf- 
ftians and the divine authority ctf th« G«>$&: 
That Dr. ft-ice was an Advcrfh#y to etety $4ffit& 
mftitutidn Of a National Cfeurch : That ht aitt^d 
to fubvfert thfe ptdent, without eftaMifliing' ano- 
ther forth of puWfc Religion Iti itt plafee : That ■ 
he wollld diftand the National Ckrgy* aboliA 
every emdhtment provided for them by tfcte 
State, and abandon tfhe fuppOrt of Religion to 
the voluhtar y fceal of Mfeft willing, on fech tttmi, 
to teach or to be taught i That die able Men 
Who concur with hitn hi thefe femhttentff, would 
too probably fttcceed in 'cRffufing them through 
the whole Body of the Diffentcrs j and that tht 
tendency and final iflue of thefe principles-was 
nothing his than tht introduction of anarchy 
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and cenfufion> the triumph of fanaticifm and 
the ruin of learning and rational religion. 

To this it may be replied, that it is the in- 
tereft of the Community that a free examina- 
tion of every Inflkution fhould be permitted, 
and even encouraged ; and, confequendy, that 
Speculative Men, who may be led in the courfe 
of their difquifitions to condemn any Public 
Eftablifhment, either in part or in whole, ought 
not to be puniflied by difgrace or any other pe- 
nalty whatever. 

Eftabliftraients, which in one age may have 
been ufeftil or necefiary, in another may have 
become ufelefi, inconvenient, or pernicious; 
either the beneficial end for which they were 
ordained may be more eafily attainable without 
them j or fraud and corruption may have per- 
verted them from their original defign to ferye 
an unworthy purpofe ; and then benefit to a 
few individuals may be produced, but the Com- 
muriity will b$ injured. And this is not un- 
commonly the end, whatever; may have been 
the defign of all huqaan inftitutions. Govern- 
ment itfelf, which is formed for the general be- 
nefit, is apt to degenerate into tyranny; the 
Magistrate is. intruded with rpuch power, he 
grows fond, of it, and wiihes to ufurp more; or, 
perhaps,, he exercifes the power he has, not for 
the common good, but his own fcparate advan- 
tage j in either of thefe cafes, it is a work of 
difficulty and of danger too to coutroul the Ma- 

C giftrate j. 
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gHbbte ; and therefore h» ambitioA and Ms in* 
juftice too frequently fmcceed. And when Me* 
arc embodied m any fobordireate capacity, they 
arc then apt to be influenced by a Corporation 
Spirit, which tempts them to prefer the partial 
frrter efts of that cMb or profeffion to which they 
belong, to the general welfare of their Country. 
At firil the eftab&fhment may have been bene- 
volently and wifely planned, and the Public for 
feme trme may have scaped advantage from the 
faithful Adminiftration of its Officers; after 
that, the primitive &eat is obferved to cool; 
the performance of profeffional duty becomes 
irkfeme, it is gradnaBv relaxed, negleded, and 
at length whoBy abandoned ; and yet the cmo- 
hnnents originaHy annexed to the aftnal dxfi 
charge of duty, will frequently be retaihed, and 
even increafed to the higheft amount, wheri 
fitfie or no profeffional duty has-been per*, 
formed. Such fe the tendency of human felfc 
ifhnefi, under the fpeetous pretext? of teal fot 
the profeffion ; and fueh the prdgrefs of every 
inffitution to a ftate etf extreme abufe, when 
exempt from cotitreol, and unfubje&ed to free 
examination*' 

It mtxft be admitted, however, that partial 
evilmay fbotetimes be the confequence of po- 
pular control or free tfifcuffion. The Juft and 
patriotic Magiftratemay be the obje& of ground- 
htfe jeaioufy and diftftxffc ; and his power may 
be reduced witlunl^^ tv permit 

him 
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Uifttotd^ttolpodlfcwtibte But this is a* 
evil comparativdy bf tittle moment. For it is 
eafy to enlarge his power, when experience has 
_fltewn it Do be expedient, or to adopt hfe platt, 
when dtfcuffibn lias proved their utility. But 
when the power of popular cooatroul is loft, 
there ax* so regular or pacific mean* left by 
which the corruptions and opprdBons of Go- 
vernment <»n be checked $ the Community 
then lies proftrate at the feet of Abfohrtfc Power; 
and it will not be long before Abfolute Power 
will have manifefted its tiger difpofition, and 
devoured itsprey> 

Unnoafonable prcyidice too may attack the 

moft ufcful Inftitutioas of a fubordkate kind* 

It may demand the reformation of ahufee where 

none exift j or it may attempt to abolifti whftt 

. ought to be only reformed But here alio, the 

. cvUs refidtiag from thf abufe of free difcuflian 

are evidently inconfidenfrle, and far out-weighed 

by the Superior advantage* of fot»lle&aal liberty* 

. There is indeed* in all controrofy, fbmewhat 

. wpfeafa&t *o our feelings ; we are apt to be in- 

r doknt ; we are apt to be fcftidiow ; if the fiib- 

je& in debate be trivial tod unintercflaagi the 

arguments of the 4ifputer are thrown away, 

atnd his wit it&lf foop grown tkefiuBe* If it be 

%p important fubjed, we hasre already per tops 

formed oar ifentimenfts upon it ; we dUBke the 

trouble to review them, and complain that our 

reppfe and acqutefcence in preconceived opinion 
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-have been difturbed : Men of mild and amiable 
; difpofitiona are apt to overlook the advantages 
of difcuffion, and to lament the beats which are 
often excited among difputajits, and their fre- 
quent breaches of candour and charity ; while 
Men of miftakcn humility exaggerate the weak* 
nefs and imperfection of human reafon, and be- 
wildered in the mazes of controverfy, know not 
where to turn, or what opinions adopt, but 
that difcuffion is to be fliunned as alike to them 
fruitless and unfatisfedory. But we ase not to 
rejeft profitable toil, becaufe it is not always at- 
tended with pleafure, for that would be ex- 
' tremely unreafonable ; nor are we, with tnif- 

• taken' humility, to doom human understanding 
' to ruft in perpetual inactivity, for that would 

- be a mifchievous and impracticable attempt to 
thwart the defigns of* Providence, and ftop the 
improvement of Mankind. Our httelle&ual fa- 
culty, imperfeft as it is, was given by God to 
Man, to be freely exerri&d, and to be alike the 

- means of happineft to Individuals and to Com* 

• munities : tofupprefe or obftruS the free opera- 

• tion of this inftrument of our feKdty muft be in 
a greater or a left degree dtfikhtentagtftus ; it 

. muft have a tendency more or lefi direct to per- 
■ petuate whatever is falfe in human opinion, by 
preventing confutation; and to confecrate what- 
ever is ufelefeor pernicious in human inftitu- 
tions, by teaching us to think of the Works of 

Man, 
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Man, as we ought to think of the Works of 
Gqd alone, that whatever is— is right. 

It is true, that in the controverfies of fpecula- 
thre Men, and in the ftruggles of contending 
parties, the general opinion is not unfrequently 
erroneous for fame time ; becaufe Mankind 
are liable to be milled by the miftatement of 
fafts, and apt* to accept eloquent declamation 

- iaftead of folid and condufive refcfiming. But 
> it' is unque&ionable, that what is true or bene- 

firial, may be more eafily proved to be what it 
really is, than whatisfaHeor pernicious, can 
be proved to be what it really ib not. By this 
fingle circumftance, a decifive advantage in ail 
-polemical ifruggles is for ever fixed on the fide 
of truth and general utility; and hence, under 

- a juft freedom of difcnffion, that Caufe which 

• involves the intereft of the Community will be 
ultimately fucce&ful. Sometimes the Adversary 

- ef that Caufe may combat with a tranfierit fupe- 
riority ; he may pofleft unufual powers of rea- 
rming ; he may cover his fallacies with uncom- 
mon art and eloquence ; but his triumph will 
be of fhort duration, and the mifchief done will 
be of little extent. Genius, equally vigorous, 
will foon arife to point out and corred bia er- 
rors; equal powers of eloquence and reafon will 
be exerted to recommend the truth, but with a 
fuccefs more extenfive and more lafting.— The 

• Public Mind, having viewed the fubjeft on every 
fide, having feen every fallacy detqfted, every 

folid 



igitized by 



Google 



E ** 3 

fialid argument unanfwtraHy cramtaincd, «Bi 
yield at iaft to fuH conviction; tod the copft* 
qbence of the co ntr over f y twU be, the advance* 
incut of Human Knowledge, and die augmented 
happinefe of the Community. 

To what can we afcribe-tbc gradual improve- 
ment of thefc ctviUzed European Countries from 
a fiat* of lavage barbarifm, but to the efforts -of 
Reafon; of Reafon often ekertdd againft the irt- 
tevefts of an injurious Government in opposition 
to grofii arid prevailing prejudice, and in de- 
-fiance of die ianguinary ftatutes trf an ignorant 
and intolerant age? How trahr mfigaitout thefa 
are all the partial evik which tewe arifenfroto 
fiue examination and popular eontrou^ when 
compared wiiithe niigl^beoefitis which ha»e 
been obtained by thefe means, under circUra- 
ftanoes very difcotaraging and wry difadva*- 
tageous to the exertions of Reafian and PubKc 
Spirit i And how greatly mom might the cos- 
dition of mankind be yet improved, in every 
art, in every virtue which xair accommodate Or 
adorn human lsfe> if juft reftramta on the am- 
bition of Government were geaeraHy impofed, 
if the free exetcife of Reafon were permitted, 
and difgrace were annexed by <thc laws to crimes 
alone* 

But of all human eftafaMfluncnts, ffeofe wUdh 
have been formedfor thepromotioatrf Religion 
are perhaps the moft liable to gifeat and dan- 
gerous abuie. Respecting thefe snfistutmns the 
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freedom of ijpectllative mea ought, leaft oi afttcr 
be confined. Ff om the reverence which is juflfty 
pud to the facred do&rines of Religion, the 
Priefthood in all Countries have ufeafly acquired 
a great degree of influence over the National 
mind } and the hiftory of Europe in the darker 
and Ids inquifitive ages ihows, that this influence 
has been employed to aggrandise the facerdotal 
order, to fupporefe free inquiry, to encourage 
foperftition, and to perpetuate, if that had bee« 
poffible, the credulity and Mind fubnHfion oi 
the People by whom the Clergy had beeimnu 
wifely elevated to esceeflrve weakfratod grandeur* 
After the revival of fetter* in the fifteenth Cm* 
tury, and the confequcnt diffufionof ufefolkncw 
ledge, a considerable Refcraatioftbf Ecclefiaftical 
abides was ftxMi eflfe&ed; the do&rines of Chrfc 
ftiaaky were explained in a manner more eoufo* 
nant with common fenfe, and the riches of die 
Clergy were reduced within more moderate 
founds in England, and' iiv mt&y other parts of 
Europe. Whether that -Reformation of the efta* 
bltfhed Church m England was carried at- flrft as 
far as it ever ought to be carried ; whether the 
defhines and the forms of Public worihip . in 
our Church are unexceptionable ; whether the 
power and wealth of our Clergy are conducive 
to the advancement of piety, or the benefit of 
the Community ; whether the ends of Religion 
may not now, or at forae future period, be more 
completely obtained, through the diligence of 
J Minifters 
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Mirilfters aqJending on the voluntary co^Hi>ti- 
tions of their refpe&ive Congregations, thai*, 
under the Mniftry of an equally learned but 
left aftive Clergy for whom the laws have p***. 
vided an income independent of their Pa-, 
rifluoners ; jthefe are questions on which fpccu- 
ktive men fhould be allowed to differ, and to 
gtre a negative to each, without reproach. For 
it is important to the Community, that on theft 
fubjeds it fhould form a juft and well considered 
judgement, not an opinion take& up without 
examination, on the authority of the Prie$, or 
the Magiftrate ; becaufe they may have an in- 
tcttft to fupport abufes, but the Community 
cannot. . • 

.. Thdfe are at all times proper fubje&s of difc 
cuffion j and if in each cafe, the queftiqn {hqpld 
be decided by unbilled Reafon, the honour of 
Religion, and the welfare of the Public, wpuld 
not.be facrificed as they often have been %<* 
gratify the wifhes of the fuperior Clergy ; the 
correction of abufes, the more fucce&fci pro- 
motion of piety, jufiace, and benevolence would 
then become the primary objjBflts.of attention 
and the cafe and accommodation of Minifters 
in the Houie of Peers would be deemed fubor- 
dinate considerations* 

, But when the examination of fuch queftions 
is prevented by the State, or which' is nearly 
equivalent, when diffept is punHhed in the fan- 
gpioftry n*o4e of a#poral Jevcpties, or dit 
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touraged by* legal diigracje.and tie . privation q£ 
Civil Rights,- the natural confequence o£ this 
policy rauft be a conftant accumulation of abufes 
in the Church, inftead, of progreflive improve- 
ment; andtheJftrong and increafing disappro- 
bation of ferious men, inftead of that general 
conformity which a- more liberal policy would 
gradually produce. : 

• But it may be obje&ed, that the principles of 
toleration here laid down are too extenfive. to 
be valid ; that they hold out impunity to men, 
of all religions and of time ; that to tolerate un- 
believers of every dafs is to encourage irreli- 
gion ;. and that the confequence of fuph impro- 
vident encouragement of irreligion, in any Com- 
munity, mult be the final prevalence of AtKeifm; 
and the, ruin of that feafe of Religion, by which 
(he crimes of Mankind are chieflyreftrain$d apd 
their mHeries confoled. Thefe objections, per* 
Jiapa, have been l'ufficiently obviated by .the get 
neral observations which have been already ftated. 
But fince pious men, from fuch invidious fug- 
geftionsv may too. readily entertain fearfjul ap- 
prehenfions of the event; fhould the principles 
of unlimited toleration be adopted ;; it may not 
be improper to recall to their recojjedion thefe 
Vnheeded, but important truths ; that it is jnot 
lawful to ufe force, or any fpecies of corrupt in- 
fluence to promote the acceptance of religious 
truth ; that the propagation of Religion by.any 
means, but thofe of argument afldratipnal con- 

* D vi&ion, 
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vtftron, is tontrary to the whole tenor of the* 
Crdpcl, an<f tie pra&ice of our Divine Mafter j 
that, under the Itagan Governments, foon after 
our Saviour's appearance in the world, popular 
fhperftxtioit and philofophic incredulity wenf 
equaBy fubdued by the power of reafon akme, 
and Chriftiaoity, poor, dc^ifed* and perftcuted, 
in a ihort time became the Reh£ton of the dvi* 
fifed World: whfc in Ghriftbn Countries and 
fn a febfequent age, in which the Public Forms 
<4f Religion hare not been improved up to the 
general ftamhrd of good fenfc, and in which tW 
Clergy have become the obje&s of contempt or 
envy, for their wealth, and! power, for their fecu- 
larity, Ifeerr * dlfregardf of profeffional duty, and 
their apparent ftmtHftty to the Public, no terrors, 1 
no feVefrfticfe of an- inquifition, have been -able to 
prevent 4he growth of frrdigion. Penal; fcreri^ 
tfcfr tody compel &e unbeliever to fobmit to the 
Prieft^aWborfty: tot averfion to a Rdigion r fo 
propagated, wflltafee a 1KB deeper root in hb 
hifttft; tbefye&atorbf hlsftiffara^ 
tMfe with- hinv, wi» lie' tempted to adbpt hie 
ttfentmevtBi and join in Ms unbeflfef. On fuch 
tiecaiton* if is a rdte&ton which naturally occurs, 
that force, or fraud, or corruptibly mull be un- 
Mcfcfiary and improper fttpports of a? Religion: 
founded on Dtiine Authority ; and the Church 
jyftau* whicbcttMot foftd without thofe props, 
maft ham been built upon a foundation origin 
natty bad^or the fuperftnu9ure ftrafrbetn a very 
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iniecure and a very disgraceful Hate of dila* 
pidation. From this dilemma, the intolerant 
Churchman fads k impofiihle tP/dfcape; but it 
cannot entangle the more confident Chrillian, 
who refpeds the Rights -of Confcience, and 
whp, relying <m the truth and divine efficacy 
of the Qofpd, will not confent to diihonour his 
Religiop, by employing fraud, or by accepting 
the aid of cither compulfion or corruption. 

In England, unbelievers are certainly liable to 
penal ftatutcs of great feverity ; but the Spirit of 
the Times is more liberal than the Letter of on* 
I^wb} the indulgence of Government, 2nd th$ 
concurrence of the Public, have reduced to a 
Stffi of daramipy many, of thpfe intolerant fia? 
tvtes which hayje not yet been repealed. Even 
tho Teft Laws, which bear with fe much hard* 
&tp on Chrifti^nDiffenter8 of every fe#, are 
found in pra&ice fcldom to exclude from civil 
d&pfs* uttbdteveru nf any denomination. It is 
nnttK^WWi that many of theliiperiorftationsof 
t**ft#»4toaiHirwe filled byperfon*whoreje$ 
rh<i#wfl<ty, and who Scarcely admit a fii\gk ar- 
tkk^^U^ftdigkJmof Reafon. I cannot oon> 
mqp&thefapot|r<qf their pisftice, who thus com* 
mudiMte with n National Church, the moft im» 
portant do&rines of which they wholly difba» 
lieve; nor can I praift the policy of a LegUfo- 
Cure* whkfar retains a Teft eafily ducted by men 
of no Religion* and effectual only to exclude 
thofc cOnfiaenUqus Christians who fcruple tp 
D a concur 
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concur in fomc uneflential particulars, but em- 
brace the fubftantial part of the Public Religion. 
But while men of capacity, for Public Aflairs, 
are to be found among the various tribes of 
unbelievers, it is an advantage to the Public,' 
that their defective Creed ftiould be no bar 
to their employment. In the prefeht reign; 
Hume, Gibbon, Smith, were appointed without 
fcruple to refpe&able pofts in various depart- 
ments of the State ; their appointment was ho- 
nourable to the liberality of our Government, 
arid they ferved their Country with the appro- 
bation of every candid and equitable Chriftian. 
But when a Politician can Unite in himfelf the 
difcordant chara&ers of Bigot and Unbeliever, 
when he can fupport by; force what he believes 
to be falfe j when he can infult the Religion of 
his Country by profaning its moft facred cere- 
mony in the ad of Public Celebration ; and yet 
can exceed the moft intolerant Churchman, in 
zeal, to preferve the ftatutes of perfecution \xn* 
repealed ; if power fliould be intrufted to fuch 
a man, it would excite an indignant difapproba- 
tion which no profeffional abilities could dimi- 
nifli. And fhould he chance to {it upon one of 
the higheft feats of Magiftracy, it would only be 
more neceffary, for the fake of injured Freedom 
and Religion, to brand him as an Opprefor of 
Men much better than himfoif : He, a gloomy 
{corner of Chriftianity, who fupports the efta- 
bliihed fyftem of fuperftitian, as he deems* it, 
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with all the terrors of penal fe verity; ttiey,con- 
fcientious men, who, in fome uneffential articles* 
diffent from the Church, but who finccrely em- 
brace the fubftance of that Religion, which their 
injurious perfecutor wholly reje&s. 

If then perfons, who diffent fundamentally 
from the Religion of the Public, ought not to 
fuffer the perfecution either of corporal punifh- 
ment or of legal difgrace, it is furely evident; . 
that perfons who agree with the Church in 
fundamentals, and differ only in fome uneffien- 
tial circumftances, ought, with ftill more reafon, 
to be exempt from all difcouragements, either 
of greater or of lefs feverity. In England, for 
iriftance, if the queftions fhould be debated, 
whether the Church does not need Reforma- 
tion, in points which refpeft her difcipline or 
do&rine, the diftribution of her Revenues, <jr 
the political power of her Prelates ; why fhould 
that Citizen incur difgrace, who reprobates Ec- 
clefiaftical Sinecures or the tranflation of Bifliops, 
and their confequent fubje&ion to the undue 
influence' of the Court, more than he who re- 
funded finecures in the State, and attempted to 
ejeft the Cornifli Burgeffes, the Cinque Port 
Barons, from the Houfe of Commons ? Or if 
any one (hould hazard an opinion, that Piety 
and every Chriftian Virtue might be more effec- 
tually taught by Minifters, paid by voluntary 
contribution, than by a Body of Clergy, entitled 
by law to tithes and other emoluments, why 
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ikwld be pot be allowed freely and without 
reproach to fupport his fpeculatioas j juft as 
another on a different fubjed, of far inferior, 
but ftiU of great importance, might, without 
offence, declare his opinion, that a {landing 
array lor the, defence of this ifland is unne- 
ceflwry, and might be exchanged with advan- 
tage for a volunteer militia? That the<eftahliih* 
ment of a National Church, in any Country, i? 
abfolutdy aieceflary for the fupport of Religion, 
is a pofition which cannot be maintained, with 
aay colour of reaibn, becaufe it is contradifted 
by indictable feefcs, in ancient and in modern 
times ; by the gradual propagation of Chrifti* 
anity for. three centuries after the death of 
Chrift, without the aid of an eftablHhed Clergy, 
and by the fuccefs which now attends the la# 
bours of the Piflenting Mimfters, who, like 
their Fredeceffor? in the primitive ages, devote 
themfelves to the frrvice of Religion, without » 
propped of legal provifipfn That fuch Infi'itu* 
lions are .in their nature u&htwful, i$ another 
pofition which is equally untenable; becaufe 
the Jewifh Religion affords a dire& precedent 
of a National Church eftabliihed, as every Chri r 
ftian muft admit by Divine Authority, becaufe 
the formation of National Chriftian Churches fc 
not forbidden by the-Gofpel; and becaufe com- 
mon confent affords to National Churches, as it 
does to thofe which are merely congregational, 
a fimilar and a efficient tension* $u£ whep 
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ffefetttJons kvc arifen, in any Country, refpeft* 
ing the Religion of the Pubfic, and no aflent at 
the People approaching nearly to general appro* 
batron can be fuppofed, there may then: arife que* 
ftions of expediency, whether an attempt ought 
to bfe made to regam that general approbation 
which has been loft, by reforming the Inftitu* 
tions of the Church, or whether the eftablifh' 
nwnt itfelf ought not to be whoHy laid afide* 
and the propagation of Religion to be intrufted 
to the zeal and affiduity of unendowed Teacher^ 
On this fubjeft I am free to acknowledge, that 
my fentimcfits drSfer widely from thofe which 
have been imputed to Dr. Price. The eftabHfh* 
ment 6f a Parochial Clergy, under the fuperin- 
tendance of Epifcopal Officers, m the prefent 
very imperfeft ftate of knowledge and virtue 
in the World, appears to btf of important ufe. 
fa England, though many of the Clergy are fuf- 
fcred to hold a plcuraEty of livings, to be even 
wholly nori-refident, andPthe litigious nature of 
the provifion, td which the law entitfcs them, 
often renders thofe who do not deferf their* 
Parochial Duty, incapable of doing the good 
which otherwife might be expefted from them ; 
yet, under thefe manifeft difcdvantages, our 
Parochial Clergy may juftly be praifed as a very 
teamed and a very u&ful Body of Men ; of 
whom ihany, perhaps a Majority, are exemplary 
in the performance of their duty, and fuccefcful in 
promoting good morals arid a feriorafenfe of Re- 
ligion. Eveninthe moft remote and unfrequented 
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party of the Country, good order, decency* and 
civility are promoted, in a confiderable degree,, 
fry their example and influence, in the.fmall dik 
tricls which are committed to their inftru&ion. 
And though grave and able Paftors, of the Dif- 
fenting Congregations, are fupported in a re- 
fpectable manner by voluntary ftipends in many, 
pf our rich and populous towns; I know not any 
fa&s from whence it may be collected, that thp 
fmall and thinly peopled parifhes in the country 
would be generally fupplied with 2, fet of Mini* 
ftcrs as learned and rational as the prefent,. if 
the eftablHbment of any Parochial Clergy .were 
to be abolifhed. 

But though the opinion of Dr. Price, on this 
fubject, may have been erroneous, yet it was the 
error of a fincere and generous mind. Pious, 
benevolent, and difinterefted, he may, have 
thought mankind more generally influenced by 
an adive zeal for Religion, than experience 
proves them to be : convinced of the. Divine 
Origin of the Golpel, and its efficacy finally, to 
overcome all oppofition, Jie may have valued 
too lightly the benefits a&ually derived from 
our National Clergy, and the much greater ad-. 
vantages which under a reformed Eftablifluneat 
would foon be the confequence of their increas- 
ing zeal and afliduity: warmed with the. contem- 
plation of that ftate of perfection, to. which 
mankind are uniformly, though flowly advanc- 
ing, in which Piety will be found to flourifh 
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without the aid of the Prieft, Xnd Juftice will be 
foctirely retied on without the intervention of 
the Magiftrate, he may have been tod ready to 
conclude that Ecclefiaftical Eftablifhments, in 
every form, are ufele£s at prefent, and ought 
to be exchanged for the fimple and original 
mode of Inftru&ion, by voluntary and unen- 
dowed Teachers. That we are far diftant from 
that ftate of general knowledge and virtue, in 
which it would be expedient .to adopt this 
icheme, is readily allowed* But (hall a Man, 
of great and ufeful talents, of exemplary piety 
a»d virtue, be punifhfcd with infamy for fpecu* 
lations like thefe, which, inftead of being dero- 
gatory from Religion, manifeft the firmeft reli- 
ance on its Divine Authority: or forfeit his civil 
rights for prematurely propofing Schemes of 
Infirudtion, which every good man muft wifh 
we were worthy to receive, and which k is the 
joint aim of Law and Religion to fit us to adopt? 
If thefe peculiarities of opinoa, which, in (ad, 
have been altogether harmless, are yet in a legal 
conftderation offences againft the State for which 
Dr. Price was juftly puniftuble ; what Man of 
ferious thought can be deemed innocent, or in 
what but abjeft ignorance, or a fervile compli- 
ance with Public Opinion, can fafety be found ? 
Intolerance has a microfcopic eye, which can 
difcover -danger or criminality in any fpecula- 
tion on any fubjed. In her view, whether the 
fubjeft o£ difcjuifition be theological or moral, 
- E whether 
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whether it relate to metaphyfics or natural phi. 
lofophy, freedom of inquiry is always danger- 
ous, and novelty of fentiment is never free from 
guilt* On fuch reafons, the difgracc of Price may- 
be approved ; and on fimilar grounds, Clarke 
and Hoadly, Newton and Locke, Churchmen, 
who were the ornaments of their profeffion; 
Philofpphers, who were the honour of their 
Country, might have been condemned as Men 
of dangerous fpeculation and difturbers of the 
public reace. And thus the Zealots of Church 
Power, proceeding ftep by ftep from one degree 
of intolerance to another more fevere, might 
juftify, by parity of reafon, the imprisonment 
of Galileo at Rome, the legal murder of Serve- 
tus at Geneva, the burning of Proteftants in 
London, and the maffacre of the Hugonots in 
Paris. 

Such were the barbarities which difgraced 
our Anceftors in a ferocious age. Under a 
ftate of milder manners, we ihudder at the 
mention of them; and the execution of a fingle 
Diffident at Smithfield, would now excite ge- 
neral horror, and prove the r$in of .our Na- 
tional Church. But though thefe duel fpeda- 
cles are feen among us no more, our eager 
Churchman muft not flatter themfdves that 
they have ceafed to be intolerant. Toleration 
indeed has long been the ma$ifn of our Civil 
Government ; in the prefent reign, the feverer 
ftatute* of perfecution hjive been repealed, or 
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ttielr Operation, with few exceptions has been 
fufpended; and if zealous Churchmen had tefti* 
fied no repugnance to the repeal of the Teft 
Laws, it is probable that the conduft of Go- 
Vetataent, on the late agitation of that queftion, 
might have been conformable with their general 
maxims, and the requeft of the Difienters might 
have been granted by Parliament. But furely 
little praife is due to the tolerant principles of 
thofe Churchmen, who applaud indeed the re* 
peal of thofe fanguinary ftatutes, which, from 
die intireafed humanity of the age, it was found 
impoffible to execute, but who obftinately infill 
on retaining thofe lefs rigorous Penal Laws, 
which, puniflung opinion by difgrace and the 
forfeiture of civil rights alone, may ftill be al- 
lowed to operate to a great extent, with no im- 
mediate hazard. 

To Louis XIV.* it feems to have been tXclu* 
fively referved, in an enlightened age, to join 
the extreme of refinement, with that of intoler- 
ant feverity. His Capital was the refidence of 
fcience, arts, and learning ; his Court was the 
feat of fplendour, elegance, and every voluptu- 
ous enjoyment ; but his Cabinet was the cell of 
an Inquifitor. Intoxicated with conqueft and un- 
limited power, this Defpot refolved to endure 
no Religion in France but his own; he revoked 
the Edid of Nantes; he fent Dragoons into 
every Province to compel his Proteftant Subjefts 
to embrace bis Religion, but diflktisfied with 
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thorfuccefc, he feat other MUfioaaries in tki* 
Unhallowed work of ooaverfion, to feduce and 
to win them over by bribes. It is difficult to 
f»y, whether the compulfion employed on this 
occafion was mpre odious and deteftable, or 
the corruption was more bafe and defpicablfe.; 
But it is too evident, that {q long as our Teft 
Laws fhall remain unrepealed, the conduct of 
our Government will bear a near refetnblance 
tp the pra&ice of this fcperftkious Tyrant ill 
thefe pecuniary conversions. The mode is 
fomewhat different ; the principle and the e£» 
f$& intended are the,faijie. 

Our milder fyfiem of intolerance indeed dif-< 
claims all corporal feverities, but k endeavours 
corruptly to fupport the Religion of the State ; 
fay annesinghcmours and the emoluments of civil, 
office, to the profeffion of orthodox belief But. 
this iptdes of undue influence, is as impolitic and 
ifttffe&uaji for the end propofed, as it is unrea£bn- 
abteandconti^iytoth^pujrityoftiieGo^; it 
diihononrs the Public Religion, and yet it does 
not diwniih the number of Difienters. On the 
contrary* the DUTeaters have long been a grow- . 
ing Body ; and they, we now increasing, per-, 
hap?, with greater rapidity than in any former 
period. ;Ther$ are. among the*i Men of great 
learnipg.and gemus, who, to piety and unble- 
xptihed morals* add an <agemefi of seal againft 
the £fiabliihed Church ; and undoubtedly the 
prefcnt increafe of tton-cooforfioity, in a con- 
siderable 
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kterable meafttf e, may be imputed to their un- 
wearied exertions* But this is not a circuit** 
ftance peculiar to the prefent age. The I)if- 
fenters have always had among them able and 
zealous Men, whofe high reputation gave credit 
to their caufe; and whofe diligence and afll- 
duity gained profelytds not merely among per* 
fons of the inferior ftations, but in a greater 
proportion, perhaps, among ferious men of li- 
beral education, and of opulent or independent 
fortunes. This, therefore, cannot be deemed a 
cafual advantage which the Diffentefs of this 
age pofiefs, nor can the gradual increafe of their 
number, during the laft century, be accounted 
for by any accidental or precarious circum* 
fiances; it muft have arifen from fome perma- 
nent and powerful caufe, which, under the 
preffure of Penal Statutes and againft the ef- 
forts of a numerous and learned Clergy, has 
operated with conftant and increafing fuccefi 
to feparate wife and good Men from the Efta- 
bBfhed Church. 

It is true, the adherents of the Church of 
England ftill form a large majority of the na- 
tion ; but many nominal Chriftians and Un- 
believers of various forts are claffed among 
them; and there are many finccre Chriftians 
who have expreffed, but more, perhaps, who 
have concealed their difapprobation of the forms 
of our Church, and their wiihes for a farther 
Reformation, and yet are not convinced that 

they 



Digitized by 



Google 



t 38 ] 

they <wght to join the Non^Confermifts.-^'. 
Thefe considerations feem clearly to prove, that 
a mitigated intolerance is ill calculated to pro* 
mote uniformity of Religion, that our Teft 
Laws are unprofitably fevere, and that we ought 
to abandon them for their inefficiency* even if . 
duty did not require us to renounce tbein as 
difhonourable to the Gofpel, and oppreffive to 
our unoffending Fellow-Citizens, It is furely 
fufficient, that the inutility of this corrupt 
fyftem of intolerance has been proved by the 
experience of a century j it is time that more 
honourable meafures ihould be tried, that the 
maxims of impartial juftice and equity fhould 
more confidently govern the condud of the 
State, They are. the maxims on. which the 
wealth and tranquillity of Rations principally 
depend; and weighed againft them, the inter- 
efts and willies of the fuperior Clergy ought 
tQ be deemed as. duft in the balance. . 

.^But the. too cautious Churchman piay here 
exclaim, that the adoption of thefe fpeciou9* 
principles of univ s erfal toleration would not 
leffen, it would rather aggravate the evils of 
controversy and diffention j that the repeal of 
the Teft Laws and the removal of every othfer 
penal reftraint, which operates as a fence to the 
Eftabliftiment, would open to the Diffentera a 
profped of fuccefs, which would augment their . 
number with increafing rapidity \ and iHll a* ■ 
their number approached more nearly to that . 
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of their opponents, thofe fierce animofities would 
be more inflamed, which it ought to be our en- 
deavour to cool and compofe. And it muft be 
acknowledged, that thefe apprehenfions would 
be by no means groundlefi, if, after having an- 
nulled every ftatute of intolerance, from which 
the Public Religion has hitherto received a dit 
graceful fupport, the State lhould fuffer no Re- 
formation in the Difcipline, the Revenues, or 
the Public Forms of our Church. But if the 
conceffion of perfeft toleration muft ultimately 
conduit us to an Ecclefiaftical Reformation, 
why lhould that confequence imprefs the minds 
of our Legiflators with terror, or excite the op- 
position of Statefmen, who are friendly to Re- 
ligion, and who feel the noble ambition to im- 
prove their Country. With the fuperftition of 
elder times, we have done well to abandon their 
jyftem of fanguinary perfecution: It was a fyftem 
.offenfive to humanity, offenfive to the free fpirit 
of our Conftitution ; and the tranquillity which 
it was calculated to produce was not the acqui- 
efcence of men convinced and fatisfied, it was 
the repofe of ignorance and blind credulity, the 
the fubmiffion of flaves, afraid and often unable 
to think. If the State ftop at this point of in*. 
complete toleration, willing to difcontinue cor- 
poral feverities in fupport of the Public Reli* 
gion, but determined to proteel the abufes a$4 
imperfections of the Church, by difqualification 
for Civil Office, and the infliction of legal dif- 
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grace; in that cafe, a ftate of tontention,iKll fm 
creating in turbulence, fecms . unavoidable. *-* 
The degree of perfecution. at prefent employed 
is fufficient to provoke and exafperate, it is not 
fuificient to intimidate and fupprefe the oj)po^ 
xients of the Church: By the rigour of a ftcraer 
intolerance the inconveniences and the advaur 
iages of non-fconformity might have been un- 
known in .England, as they are in Spain and 
Italy.; free inquiry might have been {tilled, the 
National fyftem of Religion might have been efta* 
bHfhed on unqUeftioned authority;, and apparent 
uniformity might have been obtained. On the 
other hand, by a complete reiteration jof the 
rights of confidence, examination would be cn*» 
couraged, knowledge would become generally 
diffused: Anus t and Supe rstition would vaniik 
before the increafing light, and mankind .would 
gradually attain the fummit of moral dignity, 
and bappinefs. But in .the policy which we 
have adopted there is much injustice to no end 
or purpofe ; we are intolerant, without obtain- 
ing uniformity, or fecuring the Public tran- 
quillity ; and we fuftain the mifchiefs of diflfen- 
tion and perpetual controverfy, without reaping 
any improvement from free examination. . 

But let us for a moment fuppofe, if the fup* 
pofition will not be too alarming to the timorous 
fehurchman,. that the Teft Law:s have be*n re- 
pealed, that every* trace of intolerance has beea 
expunged from our ftatute book, and that a 
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tofomlffion lias been iffued by due authority to 
PrdatesaodLayCinirchtnendiftinguifliedforthcir 
ttifdom and the liberality of their fentimeftts, 
requiting them to review the whole fyftem of 
our Religious iniStutions, and to prepare a plan 
for its amendment. What meafures of Reformat 
Xfoh ootid in all probability be the refult of this 
appointment, which would not be truly benefit 
dal to the Community and fnch as ought to be 
promoted, if there were sot a finale Diffenter 
in the Kingdom* is it a poffible confequence of 
fuch commiflionthat the Liturgy would be di£ 
continued, and the unpremeditated prayer of the 
Diffenter* would be adopted in its ftead ? Or that 
theLiturgy might be continued and in forte parts 
might remain unaltered ; but in many places by the 
intermixture of fentiments as dilutable as thofe 
which would be expunged) would hi rendered 
unacceptable to the gfeat majority df Church- 
men. Judging from the writings of Clarke and 
Hoadly, Jones and Jortiri, Blackburne and Law; 
of from the known temper and writings of thoft 
eminent Churchmen of this age, who probably 
Would compofe apart of the comm&ioners, and 
whofe fentiments would undoubtedly have great 
weight With tb^k Lay colleagues, we may iafely 
pronounce that no filch cotifequence would be 
poffible. It is the fentiment of every liberal 
Churchman, and it has been often efcprefled, that 
t*fe ufe <tf a Liturgy ought to be continued, and 
that our prefcnt Liturgy, in the main part of it 
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ought to remain unaltered ; but it is their dear 
conviction alfo that the language of difpute 
fhould never be heard in our addreffes to the 
Almighty, and therefore our Forms of Public 
Worfhip ought to be rendered as nearly as they 
can be, conformable to the practice and phrafe- 
ology of Scripture,; fome repetitions too they 
conceive, might be ftruck out of the Liturgy ; 
fome improvements might be introduced fax its 
arrangement; and fome verbal and grammatical 
changes might alfo be made with obvious advan- 
tage. Thefe are alterations which to be ap- 
proved, feem to need only to be ftated : but ra- 
tional and worthy men there may be who from 
excefs of caution, and unperceived prejudices of 
various forts, may not be willing to fubjed oijr 
Public Forms of Worfhip to that revival and 
corre&ion, which to many appear indifpenfably 
neceflary ; but they will not be found in concert 
with Enthufiafts and the more fagacious Hypo- 
crites of Church Power, contending that the Li- 
turgy is too perfect to admit improvement, or 
denying tjiat the changes fuggefted would ren- 
der that venerable compofition more free from 
juft objections, more . conducive to rational 
J'iety, and. more cffe&ual to fatisfy and unite 
$p the National Church, the generality of ferious 

Chriftians. * 

Can it be apprehended that iubfcription to the 
present Articles of Religion would be difcon- 
tinued, only that a new fyftem of Articles as ex- 
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ceptionable, as liable to difpute, might be ob- 
truded in their room ? The apprehenfion is to- 
tally groundless ; all the moft diftinguiflied 
friends of Ecclefiaftical Reformation have uni- 
formly difclaimed and combated the defign. — 
They well know that to fubftitute new unfcrip- 
tural articles for the old, would be to change the 
fcbje&s of difpute, or to vary their pofition, but 
not to ldTen the violence of difputation, or to 
confult the honour of our R digion. They have . 
generally declared their opinion that fubfcription 
to any fyftem of human articles is improper ; 
but if that form or pradtice were difpehfed with, 
they could be well content, Tarn perfuaded, that 
the Thirty-nine Articles fliould remain in the 
Book of Common Prayer as a monument of the 
theological opinions adopted by the Anglican 
Church in former ages, and a ftandard from 
which it has not thought fit to deviate in the 
prefent. 

Can it be ferioufly thought, that the mea- 
fures of the Commiffion here fuppofed, would 
tend to unnerve and relax the difdpline of the 
Church ? or to impair the dignity of the Biffiops, 
or in any degree to leffen the general income of 
the Church ? The apprehenfion of fuch confe* 
quences is too improbable ; it is plainly an ima- 
ginary fean — With reipeft to difdpline,* the 
direft reverfe of relaxation would be the certain 
efie& of a farther Reformation of our Church* 
Here are perhaps no abufes which have been 
carried to fo great excels, in the Church of 
F 2 England, 
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England, none which have had fb £ittl influ- 
ence on the morals, and: Piety of the People* or 
which have excited fiich juft and general coin* 
plaints, as the Noa«Refidence of the Clergy, and 
their frequent pofieffion of a Plurality of Livings, 
Whenever our EcdcfiafUcal fyftem lhaU undet* 
go a ferious review, thofe abufes will undoubt- 
edly receive due correction : and if the BHhops 
pofffefe not fufficicnt authority to compel the 
habitual refidence of the Parochial Clergy, and to 
prevent any Plurality of Livings, as the law now 
Hands ; fuch authority ought to be given to 
them, and the moft efiedual means ought to be 
provided, for fecurihg the due execution of any 
dew law which might be pafied, to prevent fuch 
enormous abufes in future, 
i Wkhrefpeft to the dignity of theBHhopa and 
the general Regimes of the Church, the fad- 
ttotntt oix Patriotic Blfhop have been explained 
with his ufual energy and intrepidity ; and ap- 
parently, With the general Approbation of thofe 
Churchmen, who • deem a Reformation of the 
Church expedient. If the tahrioe of this diftm- 
guifhedPrelate were taken upon this fobjeft, is it 
probable that he would recommend a diminution 
of the authority of the Bifl&op* Over the Paro- 
chial Clergy ; or propafc their degradation from 
their feats in Parliament i Nothing like either of 
thefe ineafures can be fuppofed; the worthy 
Prelate certainly has no fuch deign j his advice 
has already been offered to the Eptfcopal Bench, 
• < and 
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and hid k beta *oeefted1>y his Right Reverend 
Brethren, perhaps the tree interests of the 
Church of England **oid harte been better con- 
sulted* For it cannot be tffanbtod, that a gene- 
ral fufpicion at pre&nt prevails, that our 
Spiritual Lordt are, faqpently and unduly in* 
flueuced in their ffrrfomcntary condud by the 
hope of tfanfiatttto. It k evident therefore that 
a prohibition of the future tranflathm of Bifhopg* 
and a? the Epifcopal See* become vacant a gra- 
dual equalization of their revenues, would tend 
to re*eftabWh the dignity and proper influence 
of the Epifcopal character. 

And if from fundd which are neither difficult 
to be pointed out, nor improper to be thus em- 
ployed, means ware adopted to augment the 
{mall benefices of our Church, to fuch extent 
that each benefice would b? a decent provifion 
for the maintenance of a refident Clergyman ; 
who could then complain of a ftr*& execution 
of the laws againft Non^Refidence^ or who eouM 
think that fuch a diftribution of the Ghurch 
Revenues, as that here alluded to, would not 
tend to the advancement of Religion, attd the 
general fatisfa&ioft of the Parochial Clergy ? . 
. The laft fobjeft of complaint refpe&ing our 
Ecdefiaftical Inftitutionq, viz. that of Tithes, 
(hall be briefly noticed. This modfc of provide 
ing by tithes for the Parochial Clergy, is often 
attended with great vexation to thofe who re* 
ccive and to thofe who pay thofe dues* and k 

manifeftly 



Digitized by 



Google 



C 4« 3 

manifeftly tends to obftruft and defeat the en. 
deivours of the Parochial Clergy to be ufeful in 
their refpe&ive ftations. Whenever our Church 
Syftem, therefore, {hall undergo a revifion, it is 
not improbable that this inconvenient kind of 
provifion for the Clergy wiU be changed for 
another that is more unexceptionable. And if a 
valuation of the Tithes, payable to the Clergy* 
throughout England, were made Under due au- 
thority, on an average of their value for the 
three laft years, and the average price of wheat 
for the fame term were fettled in a fimilar man- 
ner, it appears that a full and proper equivalent 
for the Tithes to be abolifhed might be obtained 
for each incumbent, in the fhape of Corn-Rents, 
payable out of thofe lands which are now charg- 
ed with the payment of Tithes; the Corn-Rents 
to be levied as the Poor's Rates are collected, 
but by a feparate afleflment ; and the quarterly 
payment of thefe rents in four equal fums to be 
enforced in the fame fummary manner. By 
fuch regulations a provifion for the fupport of 
the Parochial Clergy would be eftablifhed, which 
would be adequate, permanent, and not liable to 
fink or rife with every fluduation in the price of 
money : and thus the ftrife and litigation which 
too frequently arife between the Paftors and 
their Parifhioners, rcfpe&ing their prefent dues, 
would be totally extinguifhed; they would learn 
to confider each other as friends, whofe intereft 
was always the fame; mutual good-will and har- 
mony 
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mofiy would . fubfift between them with fewer 
interruptions; and the great bufinefs of Religion 
would be more fuccefsfully advanced. In a po- 
litical view, the benefits of the change, as tend- 
ing to promote a more fkilful and extenfive cul- 
tivation of the gfound and an increafe of popu- 
lation, are too apparent to need any illuftration. 
A Reformation of our Church, effected on 
thefe principles of moderation and mutual for* 
bearance, would neither condemn any man's 
tenets nor impofe them on others, it would not 
alter the ftandard of our Religious Opinions, 
nor vary the general tenor of Public Worfhip, 
it would not tend to unhinge the Conftitution, by 
weakening the juft authority of the Ariftocracy j 
it would have a different confequence ; by pu* 
rifying the hierarchical part of it, and remov- 
ing thofe fufpicions of undue influence which 
now difcredit the Epifcopal Bench, it would 
tend to fortify the Conftitution, and add frefh 
reputation to the Houfe of Lords. It would 
not affeft the prpperty of any Churchman now 
poffefiing benefices j it would efUblHh the pro- 
pofed alterations in thediftribution of the Re- 
venues of the Church gradually,, and as vacan- 
cies might be opened by death or promotion* 
And having fixed for the Parifh Clergy a mode 
of provifion, which would be adequate, perma- 
nent, and free from that frequent litigation to 
which their prefent property is fubjeft: and 
having alfo fecured their habitual refidence in 
their refpedive pariihes j it would at once pro- 
mote 
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toote the comfort of the Clergy and their Pea* 
pie ; and at the feme time advance the xnterefts 
of Religion and the political welfare of the State: 
That an Ecdefiafticai Reformation, con* 
du&ed on thefe principles and to this ex* 
tent, would fatisfy all who are now diffau 
tisfied withqa the Church and without it,. I 
am far from meaning to affert, far no poiSble 
meafiire -of human power and wifdom could 
produce that miraculous effeft j but h would 
fatisfy many wife and confdentious Church* 
men; it would reconcile many rational and 
moderate Dififenters; it would tend greatly to 
prevent the future defection of Good Men from 
the National Church} and if fame able Men 
flioujd Hill continue to think their mode of in* 
ftru&ion by unendowed Teachers of Religion, 
not only preferable to the Public Syftem, but 
alone unexceptionably proper, and fit in theft 
times to be adopted, ftill I am perfuaded they 
would rejoice to behold the Gaufe of Religion 
promoted more fucccftftxlly by the National 
Clergy, under thefe regulations of the Church, 
although the diligence and fuccefe of the Clergy 
might poffibly for a time reduce their notion of 
the impropriety of any Public Eftablifhmatts of 
Religion to an unconfequential Angularity of 
opinion. r 

It will be objeded, undoubtedly, that INNO* 
VATIONS are dangerous; for thU has been the 
pei*petual obftaele to every improvement j and if 
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ike obje&ion had not been very frequently 
over-ruled, . Mankind, inftead of enjoying the 
comforts of civilized life, and .attaining the; 
dignity of rational and religious Agejita, mult 
have continued .fiill in their favage ftate, wan- 
dering among the woods as wild as the beafts 
with whom they were furrounded. The al- 
leged danger of Innovation, therefore, when 
deftitute of any apparent probability .from the 
circumftances of the change prqppfed, can only 
be deemed the vague furmife of an imaginary 
fear, 'the contempt of wife men, and the bug- 
bear of fook alone. . \ 

But it will be obferved, that Innovations in, 
matters appertaining, to Religion are always at- 
tended with peculiar .danger ; and that, in facfl, 
Few inftances have, occurred bf a conliderable 
change effe&ed in the Religion of amy Country, 
without producing Commotion, and even Re- 
volution in the State. If this is a valid objec- 
tion to any improvement in our Religious Infti- 
tutions at prefent, k was a valid objection in 
the days of Luther, and in the earlier .ages of 
Chriftianity. Many perfecutions . and many ca- 
lamitous viciilitudes of fortune, were endured:, 
by the Primitive Chriftisms, . iot three centuries 
before their Religion became th$ Eftabliflied 
Faith of the Roman Empire : and in modern 
times,. the Reformation of the abufes of the 
Church of Rome conyulfed .all Europe, for ages* 
But each of thefe innovations, {b highly bene- 
G ficiat 
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fkiai to Mtaiind, was fatal to tlie ahcfent Refi* 
gi6h of thofe refpeftive ag*s. Long effcbfclbed 
practices were condemned, deep-rooted preju- 
dices weife reprobated by die firft Preachers of 
the fcofpei, and their Sutcelfbw the Minfftert 
of Proteftantiffri. After a bug and violent 
ftfuggjie, Pagantfhi firft, and Pdpery afterwards, 
weti vanqtiShed by the Ketigton of the Bible ; 
Xhk the fticcefsful innovators, in each mftahfce, 
took poffis&on of thofe temples, from which, 
by the force of reafctt and argument, they had 
driven their AtiVerfaties. 

But no fimilar events are now to be appre- 
hended from the prdpoM fcefbrmatioh of the 
Church of England, the improvements fog- 
geftei as they would be beyond tomparifon 
re& beneficial than the two great innovations 
fnft mentioned, fb they would be te!s hoftile to 
the ahcieht fyftem which they are calculated not 
16 deftfoy but to reform. Ttit changes are prtr- 
pofeA not by the Adverfaries of the Church, but 
by Churchmen, jealous Of her honottr and anfci- 
bus for net welfare;/ *&d tf acceded to, they 
WOuld be not the humiliating terms impofed by 
a VicYoriotts foe, but Wife and feafonable con- 
ce&ons, adopted at the recommendation of 

friends for the &ke of general conciliation 

The.propolitions cbhtaih nothing haffh, of e&- 
crafive, nothing injurious to the prefent Clergy, 
'dr tending to alter the Form of tsovemmeht 
either in church Or State : If there is eahdour, 

equity, 
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equity* qt prudence, in *he grc^t Body of our 
(Jn^rplipien, a Reformation thus adopted, to 
teal divifipijs, and to comprehend and unite 
in one Society, Chriftiaps of various uneffential 
9pipioi)s, could produce nothing like Commo- 
tion or Revolution: ijri a political view it would 
be $ harmlefs, pacific, and even an advantage- 
ous change ; and its cojifequences refpe£king 
tylosis wd Religion would be truly falutary to 
the Community. 

On this brief confider#jon of the firft part of 
my fuhjeck, it feems evident that no peculiarity 
of Religious Opinion vWch Dr. Price had, or 
could have adopted, ought to have excluded 
him from the Commop Rights of Citizen?, or 
fubje&ed him to any legal reproach j and that 
from the repeal of thote ftatute6, under which 
fuch worthy Men have Jong endured unmerited 
difgrace, no coqfequexijce with any appearance 
pf prQbability can be expe&ed to refult, which 
would jpot be conducive to piety arid virtue, 
an^ alike beneficial to the State and to the 
National Church. Let us proceed to confider 
his paUtk?*l herefics, as by fome they are 
thought j 2fxd to iu^uire whether in this view 
of his character, he were not equally capable of 
exculpation, pqd ought npf to haye r,egeived 
the fcuie complete abfQlutiop. 

It is true, that £r. Price did not Hcruple to 

declare his opinion, that the ConJfti^ution of 

England ifi ddfaxrrad hy many abufcs j that the 

G 2 People 
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People are mocked with a mere fliadow of Re- 
prefentation ; that the Houfe of Commons is - 
funk in the groffeft corruption. He was among 
the foremoft to convey thefe fentiments to the 
Public, in warm and indignant language ; and 
his ftrenuous zeal contributed greatly to animate 
the Popular Meetings, and encourage their Re- 
folution to attempt the Reformation of Par- 
liament. If thefe were errors* of a pernicious 
tendency, and proofs -of a feditious turbulence of 
diipofition, fome of the.beft and wifeft men of 
this Country, as they have ufually been eftcem- 
ed, have fallen into the fame errors, and have 
xnanifefted a iimilar dtfpofition. Of the diftin- 
guiihed fenators alluded to, the name of one 
only {hall be produced ; but that a name which 
the accufer of Price once highly refpe&ed. If 
his fentiments of Sir George Savile have been 
changed, the impartial public has not ceafed to 
revere him as a patriot of more unfullied honour 
than any other perhaps in the annals of Eng- 
land. It was his sum, indifputably, not to de- 
ftroy the Conftitution, but to remove its abufes, 
to correct its imperfe&ions, and thus to aug- 
ment the happinefs of millions who live under 
its prote&ion. Will candour then . or wiH 
juftice permit us to fuppofe that Price did not 
aft with, the f<tme benevolent view? Or arc 
fentiments and condud, which are innocent 
aud even laudable in Savile, feditious and cri- 
minal when adopted by Price ? — Refps&ing 
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the corruption of Parliament, and the decayed 7 
ftate of our Conftitution, their opinions, their 
language, and their conduft were fimilar. — * 
With the reputation of Price, as a Political Re- 
former, that of Savile is intimately connected. 
Calumny may wiih to feparate the Philofopher, : 
whom flie hates, from the Patriot whom fhe 
would fear dire&ly to attack. But fhe cannot 
difunite thefe excellent Citizens, and prefenf 
them in a different point of view ; flie is unable 
to feleft the objeft of her malice, and fhoot her 
envenomed arrow at him, without hazard to 
the other ; the fhaft which wounds the reputa- 
tion of Price, muft injure the fame of Savile j ' 
and when our incomparable Patriot receives the 
praife which his Benevolence and Public Spirit 
juftly deferve, Price muft be intitled to fliare 
the commendation with him. 

But I fliall not content myfelf with having 
flieltered the Political conduct of Dr. Price, 
under the example of Sir George Savile ; his 
exertions to promote the Reftoration of our 
Conftitution, may be defended in a way that is 
more becoming the dignity of his much injured 
character. Let it be confidered then, that men 
do not attempt to correct and improve what 
they wifh to deftroy; that a ftrong difap- 
probation of a body of National Reprefcnta- 
tives returned by the little, venal, and enflaved 
Boroughs, and the corrupt and fa&ious ftate 
of Parliament which is the neceffary ccnfequence> 

may 
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may well conftft with a decided approbation g£ 
the general frame of our Government j that he 
beft proves his attachment to the Conftitution, 
not who defends with blind or felfifh zeal every 
defeft which time, or fraud, or mifguided 
authority may. have introduced; but he who. 
wiihes to preferve the ancient foundations un ? 
touched, and the general plan unaltered; yet 
endeavours to remove the blemifhcs which dif- 
gracc the venerable ftru&ure \ to repair what 
age has injured, to fupply what experience has 
proved to be deficient j and to compel the fubtle 
thief, or more audacious robber, to reftore what 
each may have purloined or plundered j that 
the ftrength and beauty of the Fabric may thuj 
be completed* And when this is done, .or 
attempted ia a regular way, by means uncg> 
ceptionably legal, it is not on fuch ground, that 
the charge of dtftoyalty or fedition caa be fyp- 
ported. 

Sut Dr. Price admired the Conftitutiofi pf the 
American Republic, and exulted at the fuccefc 
of the Frejich Revolution ; and from thefe ad* 
mitted fa#6 it was inferred, and preflfed with the 
utmoft oratorial vehemence, that he was crimi- 
nally partial to the Governments of France apd 
America, that he was hoftile to the Conftitution 
of England, that he aimed at *he introcju&ion of 
a Republic in this Country, ftbat be wp$ a b?d 
Man, a bad Citizen, and a daaagcrous Innovator* 
and jufily merited the joint. pumih*&$*t of pri r 
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fctte cenfur e arid that fcgal dtfgfltd* Whkh f hi , 
laws already had Irtflitted upon him. 

Suet ^ras the thin di%trife iffuitted by fgiti* 
tual perfecution; fuch the pottt* pretence throwA 
bver the real wi{h of the enemies of Liberty to 
introduce or extend a fyftetri of political itttolfcfi. 
ance, which happily is at prefent little, if at all, 
knowri among Us. But fiirely it is att artifici 
unworthy that plain fincerity Which beft be* 
comes the Legiflature of a great Country to efta* 
blifh, or preferve a Religious Teft, not with l 
View to reprefs any particular fe& or do&rine Of 
Religion, but indirectly to difcourage foihe of- 
fenfive. peculiarity of political Opinion. The 
rule from which a Legiflature fliould never de- 
part, is to adopt no purpofc Which is unfit to bb 
avowed, and having adopted fit purpofes, to 
Jiurfue thttrl by plain and direft methods. To 
filpport the Sacramental Teft, becaufe it is CoH- 
teived to be a convenient inftrutrtent to prevent 
the growth of Republican Principles, is to au- 
thorife Intolerance in thte Church, that the Civil 
Government ittay be enabled, at the fattte time, 
ttt practice indirt&ly that political Intolerance 
Which the Ii# does hot directly admit ; it is to 
tfbibltfh a profanation of a Holy Rite of Reli- 
£idn, oitenfibly to giv* the National Religion 
an uhwarrantable fiipport, but, in fi&, to dif- 
fcburage political Speculation, and *o maintain 
thfe Conftitutiott by mean* which it difclaims, 
by tunning, indired and injurious methods, 

by 



Digitized by 



Google 



i 5* 3 

by the oppreffion, Of real innocence,; and the 
punifhment of a factitious offence, which thd 
iLegiflature has not thought fit fpecificalfj, ' and 
with diie precision, to define. . 
. It has been already proved, that no Hmitatic>fl 
on the exercife of our rational faculties can be 
beneficial to Mankind; that political fpecuhtion 
as well as religious difquifition "ought to be per-, 
fccily unreftr&ined; that free examination alone 
can check the growth of abufes, either in thofe 
Inftitutions which are of the higheft importance, 
or in thofe which are of a fubordinate rank, and 
that alone can fecure to Society the progreflive 
improvement in all its eftablifhments of which 
it is capable, from the increafing exertions of 
induftry, the more general diffufion of property, 
and the gradual advancement of the human cha- 
jrafter, in knowledge, in civility, in the love of 
order, juftice, and rational liberty. Fortunately 
for this Country, the State has been lefs jealous 
than the Church j and though reftraints have 
been unjuftly impofed on religious difquiiition, 
the right of political fpeculation remains in a 
great meafure unabridged. In this refpeft, the 
.Teft Laws operate only incidentally, and as it 
were by chance; syid the laws enafted to fup^ 
port the exclufion of the Stuart Family from .the 
Throne of England, can produce their effect 
only on thofe Men, who, with Mr. Burke, deny 
thifc power of Parliament as the -Agents of the 
Nation, to regulate or in any manner to alter 
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*lie fucceffioii to the Throne. "Bat quefcions 
&ave arifen, whether the Boufe of Commons is 
■a fair Reprefentative of the People ; whether 
the Houfe of Peers might not better anfwer the 
fmrpofe of its Inftitiition, if no translation of 
Bifhops were allowed; whether the influence 
t>f the Crown is not too great, even after all the 
reductions which it has undergone face the 
clofc of Lord North's Admini&iuion. On thefe 
fubje&s, I apprehend that there is no exifting 
few* according to which in its plain and dircft 
meaning the moft eccentric opinion can be pu- 
nified. 

'thefe are fubjeds on which difcutfkm is un- 
detftood to be free, and foxne of the wifeft Men 
this Country ever produced, in all theft refp*&r» 
have pronounced our ConlHtution faulty* That 
itt them alt if is faulty, in fome degree, is per- 
haps indifputable; but to what extent of danger 
thefe abufes expofe the. Community, opinions 
may vary: whether the Coh&tution -ought to 
undergo a more or a idfe.extenfive Reforma- 
tion, whether it Ought, *ritfi all its imperfec- 
tions, to be fopported and to remain wholly un* 
reformed, <sr the political ftru&ure is too far 
decayed to admit repair*' and ought to be taken 
down and modelled anew 5 thefe are queftions 
Which feem td be left open to the difcxetion of 
#ach Dtfquifkor ; refpeding them no line has 
been plainly drawn by the laws, beyond which 
political criticifm flail not bq allowed to pais, 
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,fitf has &ny Ckar^i^on feecn .fixed, by which 
<tke aeal -of PubJk Spirit may be-diftingtiiihed, 
ia a Jkgal view, fromithe temerity of rdh Jnnor 
vfttion. It wotdd indeed bedifficuk,if**ot i«^ 
$oi&ble, t>y unyipmviqw definition* toafcertai* 
theirauts tfkhm wfcieh fp^wktion on congfoir 
iionil fobjefla *Hgbt -to be wnfiaed ; the i*r 
ftrictioo would Jte alifcr cttntrftdiftory to the 
prinrfolr-s of the Conftkution, andjUwompatibJe 
irith the (inter efts &i the Oamm»aity . . 

Political .Bigot** havener, and bttftoftori ia 
die State, Jibe thole rt tterCftttoh, «»y wiih to 
fupprefo this freedom of difquifition; and-toobr 
tain a M«r f or a mot* exteciive eode of political 
pcr&ctition. But the temper of the times h 
jtdrorfe to .every ifpbcwa of Intolerance i wxd 
ttHkKOMJsaJ Men mttft dofpair to efleft that «x» 
tenfioa in any dsredioa. And yet, a* opportn* 
oity offers, they fo&m inot uiwilling to hawrd 
the muft turafaal cftfetcbes of Parhamentaiy 
Pokier, totputuii die eapreffibn of bold but i*n* 
deniable truths. When a Petition was .pisfcnted, 
in the brfl Seffion, ts> ,the Houfetff Cosamcmt* 
complaining of .great abufts in the late de&ob 
for Weftminftcr, ihnoft in the *iery tpmanfe} 
by Sir -George SavSe, on the general fnfeje&tff 
our Ssptsnnid fain or Markets* in hte Addrsfe 
to hie Cs»ftimciit» # the welcome tnrthegt^tttf 
on thenar vl Eartiamejit, wd terittj ««U &* 
rageot fomehot Men btft^withm-wyh^wds 
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of pruchncfrby {ha two wiftft Members of that 
Aflembly, But for their jwlicioa* interpofition, 
X few truths ftrangiy exprefled, and fcmewhat 
too bhmtly addrefled to Parliament, by the hafty 
refentment df fome intemperate Men, might 
ha*e been productive of die mofc pernicious 
confequences, ' 

But a foreigner^ by Ms repeated attacks upon 
Ouf Confutation, has given morefcrions occa* 
flon to Ge^erinmefct, to exerctte their difpofition 
to forbearance. I tvuft they have refolyed to 
jmfc by the Author of the book alluded to, with, 
out any legal animadyerficn \ for in fuch cafes, 
legal aftitnattor&m oro&be unfefe, or it muft 
teunneceffluy. 

If the* Right* of Man had been a book feebly 
Written, it would be folly, fortt is neecflefcto 
rafift on afty ftnpftger obje&oiir ta drag the Au- 
thor and Ms impoteqt malice into general notice 
by profectttion. Bui k is a book ably and for- 
<£b!y written, though neither with candour nor 
-wifdoci. I» that piece, Mr; Payne attempts: tp 
depredate the Gonftitutum, or as he chyles to 
'ttrm it the Government of England, by painting 
its inconveniences and defe&s in the flrongeft 
£oteurs, while its prefent advantages and the 
-capability of h*. receiving xb a fafe and regular 
manner, the higheft future improvement* arc 
artfully thrown out of fight : He fuppam the 
Ratine of ftepiiblkaniim, with an entkpfiaftic 
seal, wifli an iropofiag confidence; attt wkh Tea* 
H 2 foiling 



Digitized by 



Google 



t 60 3 

fcnirig ofteirfpecidus, and alwiys daring; -feme 
troths are intcrfperfed artong many falhdea 
and mifreprefentafions, and a tern of coarfe, 
but ftrongly farcaftic wit runs through and 
clumfily enlivens the whole. HisjCounfel, to 
break up and deftroy the noble fabric of. our 
Conftitution, and rebuild a new political edifice 
on the plans of America, feemg to be conveyed 
in the raoft dangerous fhape, and far more likely 
to make an impreffiou on thofe, to whom it 19 
chiefly addrefledy than if it had. been delivered 
in a more claffical eompofition/in which more 
attention had been employed to avoid the groffr 
nefsi of indecent language, and more folicitudc 
difplayed to fhun whatever might tend to eat 
eite the loweft clafles of the People to a$s of 
violence and injuftice. But toUchieyoys as this 
effe&s of that bode may he* they cannot be ftopt 
-by profecution j the attempt would only aggrfr 
-vate the danger, If no law has been provided 
by the Legislature for the direct and iftoiediat? 
purpofe of: protecting by penal ftn&ion?, the ge- 
neral principles of our Conftitution; no attempt 
by any forced conftril&ions of law to punjfh the 
Adverfary of our Conftitution, c*n be with rea- 
son apprehended from the virtue and wifdom qf 
thofe Men .who com'ppfe a majority, of the Ca- 
binet. But if -aoy penal ftatute a^ually does 
exift according ta the dkeft meaning pf which, 
though hitherto mifuriderfibod, his virulent c%- 
vUs, at tjie jframc of our Qovern«ent 9 can be 
_ . . * cohered 
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eOnfidered-as crimes, and theCayHkr himfelf be 
fnbje&ed to puriflnnent,. it appears that fuch<^ 
law would be much more fit to be repealed than 
to be executed. For the right of intelle&ua} 
freedom ought not to be. violated,; to prevent, 
any occafiogd inconvenience; front the abufiw? 
exercife of that right; the violation is always 
odious, atod in the prefent inftancft would be 
very impolitic.: Intolerance tin. the State, like 
perfecution in. the Church, would di&onour 
and weaken what it was defigned to fupport.— 
The People cannot be compelled, to Jove the 
Conftitutien ; - that -affection muft be voluntary, 
or it will not be felt ; and it can-only be gene* 
rally felt,- where happinefs is generally .and fcr 
curqly enjoyed. During- -the • miferies; of the 
American War no fymptom of difaffedion to 
the Conftitution, appeared ; and the bulk of the 
Eoglilh nation remains ftill.ftrongly attached to 
it- The Profejytes to republican notions are fe^r 
at pm&nt,* and ipconfiderable : They probably 
would be increafed in number by profecution j 
but by impunity a wife forbearance will effectu- 
ally prevent any eventual danger from their fpe- 
culations, provided the condition of the People 
be rendered more eafy by the farther diminu- 
tion of their burthens, and their wiihes be gra^- 
tified by a timely correction of thofe ahufes in 
the Conftitution, which have b^enfo juftly com- 
plained of. By thefc means, and by thqfc means 
alone, the pofliblc growth of a great Republican 
: forty, jn this Country may be prevented ; and 
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feofe feeds of dtffentton, wfaiefchave toe* fo 
widely Affemiiietidy may be trampled under 
foot, with cootemptf and abhorrence, by sTcb»l 
tented and happy Ffedpl*. ' 

To «he raoft ftnrerfe Fllcndb of Public free- 
dom in fbk Country, the emmfal *f Rftr. Pays* 
appears iU-*kned> knpa&cafefo> «nde§rabter for 
England^ aid mctfe likely to rttwd'' than to ac- 
eefcrafectfte waovery etf our joft rigfete; and tfce 
mcfft judicious Supporters of Fteneh Liberty 
deem bfeadviee not kfounfeafbtwiMe for France, 
where- it fe fa*&. t* obftruA th* fettfemeitt of 
tie Gerantry and to prevent die fcewe 019034 
meat of Liberty* under that free Conftitutiott 
wfcibh tfie National* A&tnbfy, with fo much dif- 
ficulty and ba&ard, and by ftich uncommon ex* 
crtfow of public fpirk and pcAitical wifito&i, had 
achieved for the Wench nation. 

W y therefore Th. Ptf ce had concurred wfei 
Mr. Payne, in His wild projett for the univerfli 
cfhbfiihment of Republican Forma of Govern- 
merit; if he had afferted with Mm, that the 
Engfifli Nation fc» NO CONSTITUTION, and 
had propofed an attempt not to reftoft but to 
fubvert what trecaHour Constitution, that, after 
the exampfe of America, a NEW Republic 
might- be built on the ruins of our ancient 
Form of Government : I muft frankly own Ms 
character would have been undefended, and his 
memory unhonoured by me. I fhoukf not havfe 
queftioned his proud integrity; I {bould have 
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thought him unconfcious -of the mUciikf -aad 
nailery he was promoting ; 1 Jhonld haw/con* 
jidered him an lu)neft Eiuh»liajfty whofc imag^ 
nation -had been heated by the contemplation 
pf great Revolutions; u that of Mr- Payne nay 
havp been Inflamed with extraordinary fervor* 
fry Us having been an a*^ in the Revokitiojt 
of. America* But I am aware that an hooeft 
Eathuiuft may be a dangerous Polkiaan; that 
he may propofe proje&s replete with mifchief 
and ruin, and equally fetal to Aumfclf and to his 
followers; to the Community, and to tJbe Cauiii 
pf liberty, which he means to ferre. 

But Dr. Price was a Patriot of a different 
dais; though yerfedly difinterefted, Jhe was not 
^n eQthufiaftic Politician ; though a&ve and 
public ^irited, he was Cod and rational; though 
ftrongiy attached to liberty, he was prudent and 
cautions to avpid umiecefiary danger, not to 
himfelf, but to the Public— When he confidered 
the ftate pf England, he beheld an excellent Con* 
fiatutfcra dUgraced by corruptions of every fort* 
t>l»t he fiwr tpo, that fomedung more was left to 
the Pepple than the bare right u pttititm the Lei 
itfhtures that the maft of the Community was 
yet untainted by corruption, and zealous for Li- 
berty? that in many 4iftricfcs the juft power of 
thf Qonftknent Body, to controul th^ir Repre* 
fenUtives> was ftaiprefcnwd entire; while iome 
pf the Peers, and many evroofthofe Members 
pf the HpnJe of Copunpns, whofc title xo fit in 
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*hat AffemHy is uncbnftitutional, displayed 2 
generous zeal to deftroy abufe and ufurpation, 
and reftore to. the People -their ancient Conftitu# 
tional Right. Inthefe cir£uniftance&, he few, 
with other Friends to Reformation, no reafoii 
to defpair that a reftoratioft of our ancient Right 
of a full and fair Reprefentatibn j with triennial 
or even annual ele&ions, might be gradually re* 
covered for the nation by legal and pacific meah& 
Jks on the one hand, therefore, he (corned 
meanly to cheat his Countrymen by adulating 
their prejudices, concealing the faults and abufes 
of the Conftitution, and endeavouring to lull 
them into a fiflfe fecurity, that wduld have been 
fatkl to their freedom ; fo, on the other hand, 
perceiving that no rieceffity for great hazards 
exifted, -that the alternative offered to us was, 
not what was prefented to the French and Ame- 
rican Nations, whether Slavery or rf New Con- 
ftitution was to be chofen ; but whether a Civil 
War, for the chance of a Republic, was to be 
preferred to the gradual melioration of our 
mixed Form of Government by peaceful ifieahs j 
he wifeFjr preferred » fife and progreflive im- 
provement to the doubtfuUVent of great but 
hazardous R evolution. 

- 'And When the Men, who promoted & Re* 
formation of the Cortftitution, were unfortu- 
nately divided into two diftind parties, one 
of which adopted that more mqderate plan of 
improvements, which Mr. Pitt afterwards tm 
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ileavoufed to eftablifli, and the x>t2ier, elpottf- 
ing £ more eiteafive fyftem of Reformation 
endeavoured to xeftore the right of univerlkl 
Suffrage, th£ Support of Dr. Price was uni- 
formly and 'from an curiy period given to the 
more moderate proportions, tt is impoflible,, 
with the teaft appearance -of equity stodteafon, 
4o impute to the Dukcof Richmond, and other 
Geotlefioen who promoted the more extenfive 
.plan, any undue partiality to republican fchemes 
<. of Government : but it is not lefs evidently 
contrary to candour and juftice, to charge thit 

• improper predile&ion on -Men, whofe influence 
in times <if much difeontent was eonftantly gA+ 

: ployed to reebmmend ta the 'People thofe lefs 

• extenfive demands, whieh appeared more likely 
: to beatt&Jndd by regular and patific means* 

Abotet the fame time, when the attempt to 
•feize *he Charter Of the Earft-lndia Company, 
and to veft in a Body of Cotnmiffiobets the 
whole ^ civil, mili&tfy, and commercial Patron- 
age of the Company,* with an unlimited com* 
mand tff the Tfeaftuy of Bengal, had excittd 
a general appreherffion -Of ^bnger to the Conftii 
tutTon^ tbe Engltih Reformers, wi& few Excep- 
tions, e*e*wd the utmoft^ zfeal to -preferro the 
: juft Prerogative of the Grown. Whether this 
alarm wfcte iltfofended,-or otherwife,:is flotthe 
--queftion before* us; it is fafficiefct tfeiobferve, 
i that tie aVovted mottofor a'vigdimis opposi- 
tion 4d tigit mwfuFe'by-tlje &ffod*ton*,:aijd 
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ptttimhrfy by tho general Body of the Diffeat. 
crs, with whom Dr. Price, on this occafiop, cer- 
tainly concurred in fcntiment, was their convic- 
tion, that the principles of our limited Monarchy 
. were endangered and ought to be fupported. 
It is unreasonable, it is uniuft, to condemn fuch 
Men as difloyal CitUens, from a detached phrafe 
in a Speculative Work, from an accidental ex- 
preffion of fervor at a convivial Meeting, againit 
the teftimony of their general conduct, and many 
practical proofs of th$|r fincere and fettled wifb, 
not to fubvert but to reftore the Confutation. 

Confidered by this candid rule, which is almoft 
ajjvays the. reafonable and the juft rule of Judg- 
, ment, the condiid of Dr. Price refpe&ng the 
Revolution in France is free frpm pbje&ion. 
. Jlis exultation on the eftablifhxnent qf Frent^i 
c liberty, was expreffed in untfon with the general 
joy of his CQuntrymen ; who without any in- 
vidious reference to the Conftkutfon of England, 
or any Vriih to adopt, tjie peculiarities of the 
New. Constitution of France, rejoiced with hifli 
that the millions of men who had, been Slaves 
. in that Country, had regained THEIR NATU- 
RAL RIGHT TO BE FREE- And, fwelyit 
is no extravagant . compliment to his Political 
. Judgment, to believe that aHhwgh he approved 
: the faU^epreferitatton^ the People ii) ? iingle 
f Chamber ;in that Coutttry* in whfrh no heredi- 
tary Chamber <of Nobles jevfir h»4 b*en knopn ; 
; yet he totally difapproved any defign to tPQfy 
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that example in England ; where an hereditary 
Peerage has been eftablifhed from a very early - 
period of our Government j and where it is 
fufficiently evident that in the pnefent circuni- 
flances of the Country, fuch a change in our 
Legiflature would be at once impra&icable and 
undefirable. 

And with rcfpeft to the American Republic 
he may have thought very confidently, that it 
was a Form of Government admirably adapted 
to the circumftances of that Country at the 
time when the Revolution was effc&ed, and 
yet very unfit to be introduced in this Country, 
which is in many important refpe&s circum- 
ftanced in a manner that is widely different.— r 
He may have contemplated with pleafure that 
equality in the diftribution of property which 
has happily taken place in America, and the con* 
fequent equality of ranks and privileges which 
the Citizens there enjoy ; he may have exprefied 
a mixed furprize and approbation of the humble 
port of Government in that Country and the 
cheap expence at which it is fupported, when 
compared with the lofty and expenfive gran- 
deur of our European Courts ; and yet onconfi- 
dering his general conduit no reafon maybe 
found to doubt that he approved the Monar- 
chical part of our Government; and even ap- 
plauded the conduct of the other great and en- 
lightened Nation of Europe, when with con- 
summate prudence in the moment of emancipa- 
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tion they refolvedftill to retain Ac Monarchy 
of France. 

But Dr. Price deemed the condition of the 
Citizens of America preferable to that of the 
fubje&s of GtfeaoBritain. And who that is a 
capable Judge will deny it ? By the generous- 
treatment of Great Britain for ages before the 
unhappy quarfel, the inhabitants of America had 
been enabled to place tbemfelves in a fituation 
more fortunate perhaps than that of any othe£ 
Nation in the World. They now enjoy the be- 
riefits of Civilized Society, without its cor* 
ruptions ; they have the advantage of an equal 
distribution of property, without the ufual Li- 
cence and tumult of Democratic States: for a po- 
pulation increasing' with a rapidity unprece- 
dented in any other Country they have an extent 
of territory amply adequate for ages to come j 
almoft totally exempt from taxes they iupport 
their Government with the frugality of a little 
Swtfs Republic, arid yet have acquired the weight 
and confequence of a; considerable State, fook 
to rank on a footing of equality with the firft 
Empires in the wOrld. But could Britain attain, 
that enviable degree of happinefs, merely by 
adopting the American Form of Government ? 
No, certainly ; were this adoption practicable, 
which undoubtedly it is not, yet unlefs a fimi* 
larity in all the other circumftances could be ob- 
tained* a fimilar Form of Goverment would not 
confer equal happinefe j it is much more proba- 
bly 
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Mbthat it would create greater, inconvenience 
than, tbofe which are at prefent complained of. 
But -though' this probably was the opinion of, 
Dr. Price,, jet, when he furyeyed the different 
circumftances.in each Country,, and the different 
Governments correfponding withthefe circum. 
ftances which had been eitablifhed in Americar 
and Britjan, and compared the degree offelisity,, 
which,, under tbefe diflimikr Inftitutions, w$s 
enjoyed in each Community respectively, he 
weighed their merits with the impartiality of 
a Philofopher, and gave fuperior praife where 
Superior happinefs was found to be produced* 
Js this a liberty of fpeculation not to be endured 
ia England ? It is not a greater liberty than has 
been allowed in France, before the Revolution 
under a Government then thought lefs . induU 
gent than ouf own. 

The Aceufer of Price extols, with juftice, tba 
political writings of Montefquieu; ^nd cites, 
with peculiar applaufe, his enthufiaftic praifes of 
the Conftitution of England^ And yet let me 
a&j by what flaviflx adherent of Defpotifm, in 
prance, has Montefquieu been cenfured, for this 
partiality to our limited Monarchy, as an evit 
fubje<5, and difaffe&ed to that absolute Govern* 
xnent under which he dared to avow thefe ge- 
nerous fentiments ? Or what good reafon can 
be given* why the venerable Price fhpuld not 
be treated with equal candour and refpeft as 
Montefquieu himfelf? Wh*thas the Englifli Di- 
vine 
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Vine done, more than the French Lawyer, fiafr 
whichvjie ought to be degraded from the dafe 
of thole true Patriots, who have laboured at 
once to promote the liberties and to preferve 
tlie peace of their Country ? Montefquieu few' 
that the introduftion of Political Liberty into 
France, in his time, was impoffible. ' He fub- 
mkted to the mild and mitigated Defpotifm 
of Louis XV. but he taught his Countrymen 
thofe leffons of Public Freedom and Happinefs, 
which gradually prepared them, in the next 
age, to overthrow their defpotic Government, 
and to eftablifh a fyftem of Political Liberty 
under a limited Monarch. Price law the hap- 
pier ftate of Mankind in thofe Countries, where 
fimple manners and a general equality of pro- 
perty admitted a Republican Form of Govern- 
ment $ . but he knew that, in his time, the Efta- 
bli&ment of a Republic in England was im- 
practicable, that it was a mode of Government 
unfuitable to the very unequal diftribution of our 
property, contrary to the general fentiments of 
the nation, and ill-adapted to conduit the politi- 
cal bufinefs of our widely extended Empire. In 
thefe circumftances he did what a wiffe and good 
Man ought to have done ; he owned the Supe- 
rior happinefs enjoyed undet the more popular 
and lefs expenfive Government of America; 
but he zealoufly promoted that moderate cor- 
rection of abufes, in the frame and duration of 
our Parliaments, which alone can prevent future 

convulfibns 
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convulsions m England, and perpetuate our pre* 
fent form of limited Monarchy. 

In his preface to the Spirit of Laws, Montef- 
quieu fays, "Plato thanked Heaven that he was 
born in the fame age with Socrates; and I thank 
Heaven that I was born a fubjeft of the Govern- 
ment of France." Dr. Price might have adopt- 
ed fimilar language in England : He did more ; 
he afted up to the fentiment which it expreffes. 
In the year 1 780, he was invited by the Congrefi 
to go over to America; he was requefted to ac- 
cept a principal Office in the State, and to lend 
his afliftance in the eftablifliment of a new fyftem 
of Finance, to fupport the Government of the 
United States ; yet, thus honourably requefted 
to become a Citizen, and in fome meafure the 
Legiflator of the American Republic, he refufed 
to quit his native Country, and determined 
to live and die a fubjeft of the Monarchy of 
England. 

Whence then, it may be alked, has. fprung 
that torrent of foul reproach, which has been 
poured on the head of this amiable and difiq- 
terefted Reformer, and on whole Societies of 
Men with whom he bad united in the generous- 
purfuit of Political Reformation. What could 
provoke fuch fierce animofity, fuch infatiable 
malevolence ; far exceeding the utxnoft rancour 
of oppofition, which the AfTociations experienced 
during the period of their greateft a&ivity? Per- 
fonal enmity, difappointed ambition, the lofi of 
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' popularity, and the defpair to recover it, each of 
.thefe circumftances may have prompted a mind 
naturally irritable, to an attack on a diftin- 
'guifhcd Leader of the Popular Party; -whofe 
"principles Mr.'Bijrke certainly never approved, 
"and by whofe oppofition his : fdieme pF powdr 
had been not long before defeated. Butibme- 
K yvtiii more than thefe combined caufes fecrris 
'ftill to be IsVantirtg'to.accounr for thefe extreme. 
"hdftilities. \ ■"■■.- 

After Mr. Pitt's motion, in the" year r/85, to . 

amend the Representation of the^PeopIe in* Par- 

Ks!ai£rit, had'bden rejefted by the joint efforts of 

Uhe'Artftdcracy,' they feemtoiikve* thought the 

' danger which had threatened their ill-acquired 

'power in the Boroughs was at an dnd j 'that the 

People who had not Supported with fufficient 

. vigour thfc. attempt to reftore the Conftittrtibl), 

"When the fatal effects of Corruption and Arifto- 

cratical Usurpation had been recently f&t, would 

; be lulled by the uftial differs of Peace into a total 

: negleft of theii* Constitutional- Rights, ; till, by 

.' their continued acquidfcerice, thdfe abufes wcfuld 

* be* confirmed by a prdTcriptiye authority,' wfrfch 

' wbtild continually gain 'neWftfength,' and which 

' fio future effort of the Peojflc would* be 1 . ableHo 

overcome. ' '■ - 

But in thefe flattering e^pftfiftaftrons ¥he Ari- 

' ftocracy were much mfftaken- T*he Aflbfeiatdd 

/Bodies,' though unfuccefsftifl in 1785, toere"u6t 

difpirited by their xftffeat/ ^IPhcir Principles 6f 

Reformation 
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Reformation, had been adopted by a Mfoifter 
who bad obtained the gpnfidence of his Country, 
2nd to whprr) the friends of the Aflociation were 
jttfUy *tt£c;hed with peculiar warmth. Ob thefe 
Principles, a coroprehenfive plan for amending 
the fyftem .of our Reprefentation had been 
iormed andpropofed to Parliament, with every 
advantage which the zeal and eloquence of that 
•Minifter could beftow. .Repulfed as he was by 
the Commons, it was then evident that he. had 
.not wholly roiicarried. His plan was approved, 
though. not adopted; it w^s allowed that it 
.would form a much; better fyftem of Reprefen- 
tation than the prefent j and though Parliament 
4xad negatived die motion by a great majority, 
.yet the ineafrre appeared to be rather poftponed 
than reje&ed by.the public. 

The popular Agents were not then ftunned 
and aftoniihed by the blow they had' received, 
they did not then defpair of final fuccefs. They 
knew their plan to be moderate, they felt it to 
be important, aqd they trufted, that a fliort time 
would fhow that t&e Rights and true Interefts of 
the People were better underfiood ; that the ex- 
tent apd danger- of EleAion abufes and Parlia- 
mentary Corruption were more clearly difcern* 
ed; and the importance and neceffity of a Public 
Reformation were more generally felt by the 
Community. And thefe expectations have not 
*been wholly di&ppointed. Since that pej^od, 
the Aflbciations have been reinforced by the 
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acceifion of many public-fpirited and able men; 
-and new Aflbciations on fimilar grounds have 
been formed in different parts of the kingdom, 
Even in this indolent time of Peace, the fpirit 
of Reformation for fome years has been mani- 
.fefUy rifing; and if the popular Party fhould 
fortunately add prudence equal to their increas- 
ing zeal, fhould endeavour to profit by their 
-pa& miftakcs, and avoid divifions by firmly ad- 
hering to temperate propofitions, it feems pro- 
vable that a fubftantial Reformation of Parlia- 
ment with every public blefling in its train may 
-he accomplifhed foon, by pacific means, and in 
the regular courfe of Parliamentary bufifitfs. 
f Jt was impoffible that a jealous Ariftocracy 
.could be inattentive fpe&ators of this alteration 
in the mind of the Public. Undoubtedly, they 
.have watched the progrefc of the fpirit of Re- 
formation with much and increafing anxiety. 
At firft, their fears for thofe abufes in the Bo- 
« roughs to. which they owe their uriconftitutional 
power, were not excited in any great degree;! but 
.at the nearer approach of danger, their apprehen- 
.fions grew,more ferious ; and what was averfion 
-tQithe popular Caufe before, was foon improved 
Juto keen and yiplent hatred. At laft, the.efta- 
: bli4hment of a Legislative Afiembly in France 
,q$ equitable principles of ReprefenUtion, the 
.exaltation expreffed by the People here, on the 
fuccefiful efforts which had been exerted to 
emancipate the French nation j and the appa- 
*•- * rent 
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rent eafe with which a trahfitiob might be made 
in this Country, from admiring their Form of 
Representation to improving our own, thefe 
united circumftances pufhed their panic to its 
prefent extremity. From that moment, thsi? 
animofity no longer has known any bounds of 
juftice, moderation, or prudence $ the PEOPLE 
and their juft Constitutional claims have been the 
conftant objects of their unqualified fcorn and 
derifion, their unmitigated abhorrence and exe- 
cration : and ftill in each wild and moody change 
of temper, thefe alternate excefics of iage and 
ridicule, of horror and contempt, have been but 
the varied expreffions of their FEAR. 

But there was method in their madnefi, and 
even their terror was not without art and cun- 
ning* It was well imagined, though the idea wants 
-the merit of originality, that the fpirit of Bigotry 
might be opppfed with fuccefs to the fpirit 
of Liberty ; and that an. attack upon our Politi- 
cal Reformers ought to begin with the Diffen- 
-ters and to be chiefly pointed againft them ; not 
becaufe they are more vulnerable in any part of 
their Public conduct than their Aflbciates j but 
becaufe againft them it would be eafy to revive 
ancient jealoufies, which for fome time had ap- 
peared nearly extihft; to rouze the fears of 
Churchmen for the fafety of the Bifhbps, and the 
eftabliihed Religion ; and by inlifting that power- 
ful body of men againft the Prompters of Poli- 
tical Reformation to fecure for one age at leaft, 
Ka the 
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thedfc&at of their defigft. tn thef lift cSsntiiryj 
afimilar Experiment bad been tried with con* 
fid&ahte fuccefi, againft the Government of 
King William. The Zealots of the Church were 
fheri tabght to confound an attachment to Li* 
berty/with averfion to the National Religion; 
to think the Church was iti danger, becaufe 
Perfecution was in feme degree retrained, and 
to plot the' ruin Of hi* Government, that the 
Proteftant Religion might be &fe under the 
Prote&ion of the Catholic James. — In the next 
Reigh- ftear its dofe, the Hereditary Right of the 
Stuarts wals maintained by the fame Party, with 
a zeal which the Difcipks of Mh Burke could 
hardly exceed, to prevent the fucceffiori of the 
Hanoverian Family, and the fuppdfid unavoid- 
able confequence of t&af event, the deftrufiidn 
of the Church of England.— And now, after ex- 
perience hais repeatedly proved its foHy and ii*- 
jtaftice, the ancient cry has resumed freih powers 
of delufion; the reafori of the befotted multitude 
is once more confounded; in the complete TcU 
leration requefted by Diflenters, they forefee the 
overthrow^ of the Church; in the growing fpirit 
of Liberty, they dread' hoftflity to Bifliops and 
their Articles, to the dignify'ed folemnity of their 
Cathedral and the pious fimpEcity of thefir 
Parochial Worfhipi Their zeal is again excited 
for the fuppreffion of Liberty ; and in their 
Judgment, the fafety of our Religion depends 
on the continuance of a Septennial Parliament, 
* and 
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and*, die preftfrvation of fhe little veftal and . 
fiaved Bofobghs in Wikfliire arid Cornwall. 

The time alfo for the commencement of this 
attack on the Reformers was fkilfirlly chpfen.— 
.The partial diforders which afflicted France, 
daring her ftruggle for Freedom, and which 
are perhaps infeparable from every great Revo* 
fction, were then at their height. To a Rheto- 
rical Writer tbefe calamities prefented an eafy 
opportunity to drefs up a train of horrible phan- 
toms, to affright his Readers; and having thus 
ftbdued their terrify ed imaginations, he would 
find it no very difficult tafk to confound in their 
apprehenfion peaceful Reformation, with hoftilc 
Revolution ; he would be able to perfuade them, 
that CONSPIRACY wis at work here, that a. 
daring faftion of Repubficans were at the eve of 
Insurrection, preparing to burft forth, and dc- 
cermiiied to involve their Country in all the 
miferies of Civil Wat. This advantage was 
feen by the Gentleman, who is perhaps the moft 
Enihufiaftic Adherent of our Ariftocracy ; who 
has long been confidered as the confidential In- 
ttrpreter of their Sentiments, the Dragoman of 
their little Mock Divan. He faw the happy op- 
portunity, and he feized it ; but not without 
tome prudent delay produced his Reflections $ 
written in a mode of eloquence that is impure 
indeed, and meretricious ; but not ill calculated 
by rapid declamation, and fpdendid imagery to 
furprife and feduce the Public opiniofi. By his 
vehement harangues in Parliament againft the 
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Wfteal 0/ the Teft A&, the minds of zealira*- 
Churchmen had. been duly prepared to receive} 
the intended impreffion. — By this more vehe- 
ment Publication, the fears, the rage, and all the 
holy antipathies of our Zealots were increafed 
to an extravagant degree ; the moft odious and 
chimerical fufpicions were widely fpread and 
received with implicit credulity ; the bigotry of 
the great vulgar, and the £knaH, was thoroughly 
inflamed; and Intolerance was (Simulated by 
the felf-vaunted Friend of Toleratibn, to repeat 
at Birmingham the fame horrid exceijes, which 
at the inftigation of a wild Fanatic in 1780, had 
convulfed the Empire, and nearly confumed the 
Capital. 

But in a Country where fre* difcuffion is not 
wholly prohibited, nothing that is contrary to 
truth and reafon, nothing that is hoftile to the 
general interefts of the Community, can be pen 
irtanently fupported merely by rhetorical artifice, 
and eloquent mifreprefentation. When Civil 
and Religious Liberty were thus attacked, their 
Friends were not wanting to their defence.-— LA 
Parliament, Men connected with Ariftocracy; 
but in a noble independent way, ftood forward 
with a zeal for Liberty which I believe to be 
genuine, and at that moment fuperior to every 
perfonal confideration : they avowed their exul- 
tation with the People here, at the eftablifhtnent 
of Liberty in France ; demonftrated the iitcon> 
fiftence of their ancientColleague,and refuted the 
pernicious doctrine which he vainly endeavoured 

to 
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to maintain. . Out of Parliament, a. fucceffiou 
of able Writers, from every part of the king- 
dom, and almoft of every denomination, Church* 
men, Diffenters, Reformers, and Men who had 
not concurred in the meafurcs of Rdormation* 
all haftened to defend their Common Principles 
of Freedom. Some of thefe Patriotic Writers 
were completely victorious, ai\d overthrew the 
pofitions of their Antagonift with a very fupe- 
rior force of reafon and true mafculine eloquence* 
Not one of them was wholly unfuccefsful in the 
combat, and unable to prove him erroneous in 
any important inftance ; not one ftiled to pro- 
duce fome example of grofs mifinformaticra, re- 
fpeding the Revolution in France, or fome mi£- 
ftatement of fads and principles refpe&ing the 
Revolution in England; fome mifreprefentation 
of the chara&er and conduit of our prefent Re- 
formers, fome do&rine fubverfive of General 
JLiberty, or contradictory to the true Principles 
of the Engliih Confutation. By thefe united 
efforts to fupport the Caufc of Freedom, the 
authority, of our modern Filmer has been it- 
.duced to its proper level; and the itnpreffi^n; 
which eloquent declamation had made in oppo- 
fition to facts and the true theory of Govern- 
ment, has been gradually worn offcthe Public 
Mind. Powerful as the writings of that Gen- 
tleman have been to roufe and inflame the ma* 
Jigoant paffions, they have been weak and un- 
fucccfiful in the attempt to contiflce the judg- 
ment 
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ote'nt of fiatibnal and difinterdfted Men ; 00 
whofe dedfioit ultimately depends the opinion 
of a whole Community. Already their deter* 
mined dilapprdbatiQn is followed by the general 
fenfe of the People, that the writings in queftion 
were calculated to ftifle the Spirit of Liberty in 
England, and to perpetuate thofe grofs Parlia* 
mentary Abufes, the neceflary confequence of 
which muft be a CORRUPT SYSTEM Of 
GOVERNMENT, which promotes the intereft 
of a FEW, and injures or deftroys the hap- 
pinefs of MILLIONS ! but that their aftual 
tendency is to create that difaflettion which 
they have foiled to prove ; that riot and com* 
motion have. been their immediate e£e£s; and 
that, by having routed the fierce fpirit of 
Revolution, it is to be feared their eventual 
coniequence may be to deluge the land wkh 
bl6od. 

It therefore behoves the p&fons who have 
4ong oppoftd every reafonable proportion, to 
cdtveSt thofe abufes of the Conftitution, under 
•the frivolous pretence, that they, are INNOVA- 
TIONS', dangtrou* to the Peace of the Country, 
to .confider, whether their continued perse- 
verance in* tins policy, may not produce the 
•convulfions which every good Man would de- 
plore, but which the privileged Orders in the 
State are more peculiarly concerned, by every 
juft and prudent conception to labour to avert. 
At prefect, it i& evident, that moderate mcafures 
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b£ Reformation, conceded with a generous frank* 
nefs by the Ariftocracy would* be received* by 
the People with joy* afcd thankful fatisfedion. 
Let the Septennial Bill be repealed, let the Re* 
premutation of the People be amended on the 
principles propofed by Mr. Pitt, lit the Right of 
Suffrage tx; granted to Copyholders, and Houfe- 
hoMers of a certain clafs,. with effeftual Regula* 
tions to difcourage.e^pence and tumult at elec- 
tions, and without the aid of Mr. Burke's Afiatic 
eloquence to decry the NEW Cotoftitutions of 
France and America* the adoption of fimilar prin- 
ciples in England^ would be for ages yet to come 
an impoffible event. ' ; Th^t this prudent reftitu- 
tion of fhe popular Rightswould foonbe followed 
by the repeal of the Ted Laws feems moft pro- 
bable j and the eftablifhment of complete Tole- 
ration would certainly render fome farther Re- 
formation in the Church unavoidable. But this 
correction of-Ecdcfiaftical Abufes would then be 
cenducted^on; the &me principles of cautious 
wifdomy and well-tenjpered zeal which ftrongly 
recommend the plan of Political Improvements, 
which has been now. mentioned, . In that cafe 
Theoretical perfe*tion,wpuld neither be attained 
perhaps, in our , Ecclefiaftical Inftitutions, nor in 
the Form, of our Political Government; but 
what would be pra&ically much better would 
be. ifTeded^ffcrhat would be more agreeable to 
the . temper tfnd ; prejudices of .the Community, 
more fuitable to the .ftate of morals, and the 
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diftribution of property in the Country would 
be eftabKflied. 

• By thefe temperate plan* for accomplifhing a 
Reformation of Parliament, lor amending die 
For&ti and correcting abufes in the D&ipKne of 
the Churchy vrith the Repeal of every Intolerant 
Statute which would be naturally copneded with 
thofe beneficial fneafuf es> the haaard of any great 
and violent Revolution in this Country would 
be avoided. The Nation would be happy in the 
recure poffeffion of Liberty, l*d in theeftabfcflu 
tnent of a Religion completely tolerant in its 
Spirit, and in its forms at onfce rational and 
pious, yet calculated for the comprehension of 
good Iff en of many ttnefiehtial diversities of &a« 
tfrntnt* The Diflenters of every denomination 
would thus be relieved and conciliated ; .the 
BHhops would recover the confidence of the 
Pubfic ; and the Parochial Clergy would acquire 
'competence and private comfort ; the Nobles 
fomld retain the fafe uneuvyed pofieffion of 
their constitutional privileges ; and the People 
would reft (atisfyed with the furrefider of thofe 
uforpations on their Rights of Representation, 
and Frequent Election which have *b nearly 
bribed our happy Syftem of Government. But 
fhouldthe Nobility, who on other great Political 
qoeftioriS have been ufoaUy- divided continue, 
combined, thdu^W^fctt«fpl€«dW eseeption, 
in their oppofitiori to every equitable {dan of 
Public Reformation, their teiftaken policy nay 
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too probably produce the moil pernicious con- 
ftquencefe. Men robbed or cheated of their 
Rights may be patient while a hope of redrefc 
remains by regular and pacific means; but when 
firequerit denials of Juftice have irritated, and 
driven them into defpcrate Councils, they feldcua 
will ftop at the mere recovery of their Rights. 
Hie People may commence their ftruggle on firm 
ground in defence of their ancient and un- 
doubted Liberties'; but in the heat and fury of 
the confiift, they may too probably be led far to 
exceed thofe limits, in fuch unhappy contefts, 
. they naturally wifh to difable their antagonifts, 
they too often rufh on to retaliation and revenge. 
ThiV was the unfortunate confluence of com* 
motion in a former reign \ hardihip and cala- 
mity to the Many, with the definition o£ the 
moft refpeftable Orders in the State, were then 
the efieft of a Civil War, which was provoked 
by the oppreffive Government of Charles the 
Krft, and in whkh the Jfeople originally ewm 
gaged with a view not to deftroy but toproteft 
and preferve the. Conftitiitioo. 

In the aftual fitultion of the Country at tlud 
junfture, the dread of infurre&on, as a nearly 
approaching calamity, i? furely a gconndleik ap« 
prehenfion. No concerted defign to recover the 
loft Rights of the People by force, and to retali- 
ate oft the ruling Clafies can be thought poffible 
at prefefnt ; it muft be allowed to be a viiionary 
or an affe&ed fear. The Spirit of Revolution 
• Lr2- . . has 
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has been conjured up, indeed, by one who knows 
not how to lay it ; hut it ftalks through the land, 
prefenting a fearful and portentous appearance, 
gazed at and Ihunned by the general mais of the 
People. , At this moment, the ftate of the na- 
tion, refpefting its Commerce and Public Reve- 
nue, isprofperous beyond its expectations, or its 
hopes j general iatisfa&ion is the apparent con- 
fequence, and for fome time that fatisfa&ion may 
countervail in the Public Mind, the fenfe of 
danger to the Liberty of the Community. But 
let not this flow of unexpe&ed profperity lull 
our hereditary Rulers into a falfe fecurity, which 
may be fatal %o them and to the nation. To be 
fafe, they muft be juft ; and to preferve their 
Conftitutional Privileges, they, muft confent to 
part with that power which they have gained 
in defiance of Law and the Constitution. The 
grievances complained of. are great and undeni- 
able ; they are felt as evils ; they are relented 
as injuries $ and filent as the Collective Body of 
the People now are, and apparently to vulgar 
eyes neither very generally nor very anxioully 
folicitous for redrefs, yet the time may come, 
much fooner, perhaps, than many may ima- 
gine, when their refcntment will be found truly 
formidable. 

. Before the debt of the Public can be much 
reduced, and the load of thofe taxes which bear 
hardeft on the bulk Of the Community can be 
taken off, in any confiderable degree, a great 
European War may freak out upon us ; or in 
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the courfe of. our ftruggle to deprefs or de- 
throne the Sultan of Myfore, our Oriental 
Allies may defert us ; difaflers may attend 
our Armies, the Carnatic may be loft, and 
Peace on any tolerable terms jnay be unattain- 
able*. At Home/ and in Ireland, many con- 
ceivable events, to which a more dired allufioit 
would be improper, may contribute to increafe 
the danger and aggravate the difcontent of the 
Nation. By misfortunes like thefe the funfhine 
of our prefent fituation may be gradually, or 
fuddenly clouded over; and a ftormy feafon 
tnay fucceed, in which the mild voice of mo** 
deration could not be heard. Aftonifhed by the 
fall of our national grandeur, impoverished by the 
lofs of credit, commerce, ajid landed rents, op* 
prefled by an enormous load of taxes, and exaf- 
perated by the long-continued injuftice of tfce fu- 
perior powers, the Englifh People would proba- 
bly then renew, but in a louder tone, thofe ex- 
poftulations with which the ear of Parliament has 
been fo lately {tunned; higher terms of Reforma- 
tion, though ftili withiathe verge of the Conftitu? 
tion, would be expefted; the reftitution of our an- 
cient Rightsof Annual Parliaments and Univerfal 
Suffrage would be demanded ; and fhould thofq 
claims be refufed by the Legiflature, the difcon- 
tent of the Public would be ten fold increafed.-— 
Impatient from diftrefc, enraged by. this laft in- 
jurious refufal of their Right, and urged on by 
the examples of France and America, the People 
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would begin to extend their views x>f Refbrma* 
tion beyond the bounds of the Conftitution ; 
they would become lefs fearful of trying new 
and hazardous fchemes of policy; the principled 
of the National Afiembly, or of the America)) 
State, would gradually become the principles of 
a majority of the People of England ; and thus 
the perfevering injuftice of the Ariftocracy would 
at laft produce, in the Community, that difaffec- 
tion to the Conftitution, which, without falfc- 
hood and calumny, cannot now be imputed to 
a few Individuals. Again the moft refpe&able 
Orders in the State would be attacked by the 
People; again the abolition of the Upper Houfe 
of Parliament would be effe&ed; and the Throne 
itfelf would be again fhaken or overturned: and 
after infinite hazards and calamities, perhaps, a 
NEW Republic, the beneficial effe&s of which 
may well be doubted, would be eftablifhed on 
the ruins of the Conftitution; in which no 
cfiential change is now meditated by the Popu- 
lar Party ; or cotiM be approved by wife and 
difpaffionate Men. But the influence and credit 
which fuch perfons may now poflefs with the 
People, at that crifis would be loft; their pacific 
counfek would T)e over-ruled by the eagernefs 
of impetuous Men, better fuited to the violeifce 
of that tempeftuous feafon ; their intreaties to 
refpeft the privileges of the Nobles, or the juft 
Prerogative of the Crown, would then be flighted 
by the People, as their felicitations to reftore the 
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Rights of the People have hitherto been di£re- 
garded by the Nobles and the Crown. 
.. Such, it is to be feared, would be the progrefi 
of our national diffentions, if an equitable Re- 
ftoration of Popular Rights be ftill delayed ofr 
denied j and thus, perhaps, a fcene of confufion 
would be commenced, the miichiefs of which nd 
power of numbers could calculate, and no human 
wifdom could then prevent. , For the prefer va- 
tion of general peace and harmony, from a juft 
regard for rational Liberty and the happinefs of 
the Community, it is devoutly to be wifhed* 
that juftice may be conceded. before the hou? 
ihall arrive, when fierce contention to recover 
the Rights of the Nation ihall be unavoidable 
Inftead of hazarding their dignified privileges 
and great constitutional powers to preferve their 
encroachments on the Rights of Election, pru- 
dence and their intereft, juftly confidered, feem 
to recommend to our great Patrician Families 
And to the Crown to fccure thofe powers and 
privileges, and the Confutation itfetf, by yield- 
ing a power unwarrantably gained, before the 
national re&ntment be completely roufed, and 
moderate conceffioos no' longer would be ac- 
cepted with the grateful approbation of the 
Public* To our hereditary Rulers and to the 
Community, there is much danger in the coun- 
fefe of wild and enthufiaftic Men, whofe writ* 
ings, however oppofite they may be in their 
principles and their immediate aim, have the 
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fame ultimate tendency, by exciting extrava- 
gant demands on the one hand, and fuffering 
no conceffion on the other, to provoke difcord 
and national confufion. In the peculiar chrcum* 
fiances of this. Country, it is evident, that the 
coufequence of thofe counfels may be, in the 
higheft degree calamitous. But by. the patience 
and moderation of the People, and the juftice 
and public fpirit of the Nobles, and confiden- 
tial Advifers of the Grown, general harmony* 
on the principles of a fair and equitable accom- 
modation, may yet be fecured, and the im- 
pending danger may be averted. 

That the fuggeftions of prudence, and the Hill 
higher confiderations of juftice and benevolence, 
may avail tb prevent the miferies of a Civil War, 
every good man nujft deeply imprecate. But 
fhould other counfels unfortunately prevail, 
fhould the Nobles, whether in oppftfition to the 
Crown, or in its confidence, continue inse- 
parably united to fupport the prefent depraved 
fiate of the Legiflature ; fhould the Nation be 
finally provoked to feek redrefs from Commo- 
tion and a Revolution effected by force, in that 
unhappy event, which none would more fin* 
fccerely deplore than they who have long been 
the Advocates of a temperate Reformation, 
thofe perfons will at leaft enjoy the confeious Sa- 
tisfaction of having laboured to prevent confu- 
fion, not by quenching the fpirit of Liberty, not 
by fan&ifying abufe and ufurpation, with every 

confequent 



Digitized by 



Google 



t .«9 3 

cottfequent corruption, but by pointing the zeal 
of their Fellow-Citizens to its proper and necef- 
fary objed, to the attainment of a juft and mo- 
derate correftion'of great'Parliimcijtary Griev- 
ances, Tby thofe orderly and legal means which 
our impaired Conftitution ftill affords. At that 
calamitous period, popular rage may be the in- 
liniment of ruin; but the .true caufe of the pub* 
Ifc miftry Wfll be-ffcurfd in the pri4e, ambiUod, 
and felfHh policy of our hereditary Rulers ; and 
that obftinacy, which refufed to furrender the 
fmalleft particle of its ufurped power, will be 
condemned by an impartial pofterity, more than 
tfee violence ftftEat national ieientmeiit which 
punifked ufurpation with extreme feverity. 
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APPENDIX 

, TO THE 

DEFENCE of Dr. PRICE. 



ADVERTISEMENT refpe&ing the PAPERS 
contained in the Appendix. 

THE Firft Paper in this Appendix, contains 
a Petition to Parliament from the County 
of Cambridge, in the year 1780, for the redrefc 
of grievances then univerfally felt and com- 
plained of. The Meeting was called by the 
Yeomen of the County : They formed a great 
majority of the Meeting, and they confided 
chiefly of Diffenters from the Church Qf Eng- 
land. And yet a Petition, avowing an explicit 
preference of the Conftitution of England, was 
adopted (with only one diffentient voice) by 
a Meeting fo compofed, in a feafon of great 
diftrefc and general difcontent under the con- 
duel of Government! 

The 
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The Second Paper contains a Petition to Par- 
Hament from the County of Kent, in the year 
1782, which was afterwards adopted, with no 
material variation, by the Counties of York, 
Cornwall, Effex, &c— In each of thefe Counties 
there are manyDiffenters ; in Yorkfhire and Effex 
they are very numerous, and they figned, with 
zeal, a Petition which complained of the grofs 
inequality of the Representation of the People 
in Parliament, and yet at the fame time ex- 
preffed their moft ardent wifh, that the excellent 
Conftitution, under which they had the happi- 
nefs to live, might be maintained on the prin- 
ciples on which it is founded. In Yorkfhire 
alone, it is probable that this Petition was figned 
by not lefi than two thoufapd Diffenters, who 
were alfo Freeholders of that County. 

Paper III. contains Refolutions by the Confti- 
tutional Society at Nottingham, in the year 1 780'. 
In that Town, Diffenters are more numerous, in 
proportion to Churchmen, than in almoft any 
other place in the kingdom ; they were, I believe, 
a great majority of the Conftitutional Society by 
which thefe Refolutions were adopted. In thefe 
Refolutions, the Society declare their adherence 
to the popular doftrine of equal Reprefentation 
and annual Parliaments with great force and 
energy ; but the moft ingenious malice may be 
defied to point out any paffage in this Paper, 
which marks the leaft difaffeftion to the Confti- 
tution : on the contrary, the Affociation here 
M 2 complain 
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complain that the ancient u&gcv of Parliament 
has been departed from ;. and declare, that to 
recover Parliament to its confti tutional ch^ra&er 
is the obj$& of their purfuit; hutif the Reform, . 
expreffed in their Refolvev in all its extend 
{hould be found impracticable, they will thank* 
fully receive fo. much of it ^s can be, procured. 

Paper IV. contains a Declaration. of the Prirw 
ciples of the Conftitutional Society; at Cambridge* 
which was formed in the year 17S3; and pf 
which the Members were chiefly Inhabitants o£ 
that Town, and Difienters of various denomin 
nations* In that Declaration, expreflions may 
be found; which indifputably prove, the attach- 
ment of that Society to the mixed Form of 
Government, eftabiilhed in this Country ; r tha 
principles of which are therareoogpizeid.as.thg 
fundamental prinpiplesr of t±Le Caiphrid^ Aflp, 
fiction. 
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Pbper I, 

Petltiott fo PfeyKamentyrp^rM^G&onty of Clio* 
bridge, ro the year- 178a. 



?b* Petition ^tf^Gcnttanen, Cfcrgy> twdftco- 
holders £f /A* County gf Cambridge, 

To tire-Honourable the Commons of Gceat- 
Britain in Parliament affembled, 

. Shewtth, 

TIAT yjour Petitioners do thus publicly da* 
dare, their entire and amicus approbation 
o£ the Legiilaturc of this Country, ast placed w 
thcrfree: and independent coacvarrence of King, 
Lords* and Commons, in preference to every 
other mode of Civil Government 

That they aiudoufly wiih the bleffing! of this 
Form of Legiflation to be continued to their 
lateft pofterity in its Constitutional purity* 

That they ferioufly apprehend this Form of 
Legiflation will be eflentially -vitiated* if not vir- 
tually changed, whenever the treafureand offices 
of the Community (hall be fuccefsfbUy employed 
to bring the Representatives of the People under 
the influence of the Executive Power, 

That they conceive a ftrong tendency to this 
change, is at prefent, and has formerly been, too 
notorious to admit of doubt, or to require proof. 

That 
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That they confider every fyftem of Public Ad- 
miniftration, carried on by means of Parliament- 
ary corruption, however fandified by time, pre* 
cedent, or authority, to be abfolutely unjuftifi- 
able on every principle of good fenfe and found 
policy — to be as_difhonouxable to the upright 
intentions of the Crown, as it is burthenfome to 
the property, and dangerous to the liberties, of 
the People. 

Your Petitioners do, therefore, moft folemnly 
apply themfelves to the Honour, the Juftice, the 
Integrity,of this Honourable Houfe, praying that 
effectual meafures may be taken by this Houfe, 
to inquire into, and correft, any groft abufes in 
the expenditure of Public money, to reduce all 
exorbitant emoluments of office, to refcind and 
abolifh all finecure places and unmerited penfions, 
and to ufe all fuch other Conftitutional means as 
may tend to eftablifh the independence of Par- 
liament on the moft lafting foundations. 

And your Petitioners are the more earneft in 
this their prayer, becaufe they are of opinion, 
that no other expedient can equally tend to heal 
our domeftic divifions, to unite the whole Nation 
in the warmeft fupport of his Majefty's Perfon 
and Government, againft the unprovoked hofti- 
lities of the Houfe of Bourbon, and to put a 
final period to that primaryjTource of National 
diftrefe— the American War. 

Paper II. 
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Paper II. 

Petition to Parliament from the County gf Kent, 

in the year 1782. 



The Humble Petition of the Noblemen, Gen* 
tlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the 
County of Kent, 

Sheweth, 

THAT your Petitioners, fenfible of the excel- 
lency of that Conftitution under which 
they have the happinefs to live, moft ardently 
wifh to have it maintained upon the true prin- 
ciples on which it is founded* 

Your Petitioners further ftiew, That it is ne* 
ccflary to the welfare of the People, that the 
Commons' Houfe of Parliament fhould have a 
common intereft with the nation ; and that in 
the prefent ftate. of the Reprefentation of the 
People in Parliament, the Houfe of Commons 
do not fufficiently fpeak the voice of the People. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray this 
Honourable Houfe to take into their moft ferU 
ous confideration, the prefent inadequate ftate of 
the Reprefentation of the People in Parliament, 
and to apply fuch remedy to this great Confti* 
tutional Evil, as to this Honourable Houfe may 
feem meet. 

And your Petitioners fhall ever pray, &c. 
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*&aper lit ■:. ... 

Refolutions by tht Conftitutiortal Society 0/ Not* 
tifighan, hi the yearlj.jt&o. 



rut m* 



At a full Meeting, the following U<rfblutions 
were unanimoufly paffed, viM. 

Pf*ttAT&ii d^ual R^prefeftta^oti is^he Right 
;:jfc: Gf JthefEVopfe, Jtikl iflferitlai to the V#y 
idcaof aReprfefentativeBody: " 

That annual Parliaments ar^the oM <:©ifftltu- 
tfcraai ^ftge^bfrPftrliMtttot, the Iruc'Taw'-flf the 
fetid* and thcteft fediritjTwhle^cih btffliftiiftca 
ft* 'the vi«tidu§ WHAift o£P*rH«taeht,^ ft* 
its -lhdejpi*Bddn€fe ^ii %ve*y ffoWfer whttfoeitr, 
ttrid&tBtttrf&feTgoptealofte. 1 : • 

ThartheW$feift ; in^i^ 
don of the «<^;>itt*the^Ontihiitoce dfParKai 
ttiehts bfcyond a fiflgle-Siffiton, are -altogether a 
departure *frbm; and-a cottbption tfj4fc3t&ge 
and ! law of Pariutfnaht. 

' That to recover Rtrlkmehtffe k&eonfHtutidtod 
rhafaaer, by a rh^e^qlial KfejrfeftntafioD, kfld 
the Teturn xrf anmfe£ fteKamftfks^is fao romaniSc 
objeft, but worthy of a free People to-demftiid, 

-as 
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as it is within their power to obtain, and is alone 
adequate to their wifhes. 

That the holding any- Place, Penfion, or Con 
tra&, at the difpoial of the Crotirn, (unlets, per- 
haps, in fame few inftances, which may be expe- 
dient for the Public bufifteft, and opt dangerous 
to the Public fafety) is abfolutely incompatible 
wi^h a feat in the Hbufe of Commons. 

That it is unworthy of the People of England, 
in their prefent ftate of difconteht and alarm, to 
defift from that vigorous but legal profecution of 
the Reform contained in the preceding refolves; 
and that everything which is eflentially fhort of 
this, is but a mere temporary expedient, not af- 
fording even the promife of a permanent good 
to thefe Kingdoms. 

That no Candidate to Reprefent the Town of 
Nottingham, or any County, Town, or Borough, 
*rfcttc*4r, in Parliament, who does not adopt the 
fcatimeutt, and pledge himfelf by the honour of 
a Man and of a Briton, for tbt recovery of the 
Rights of the People, as expreffed by the prece- 
ding Refolves, (or fo much of them as can be 
obtained) deferves, or ihall receive, our Vote or 
Intereft in any application for aSeat inParliamcnt. 
. That the above are our firm- Refolves ; we 
adopt the Reform expreffed therein in all its ex- 
tent: but if, in all its extent, it fhould be im- 
practicable, we wiH thankfully receive fo much 
of it as can be procured, .and join our Ftllow- 
Citizens in the purfuit of any part of fo definable 
an object 

N That 
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< Thfrt the tHanfcs of thwSocicty be conveyed 
to Major Cartwright, for his judicious and manly 
cpndu& in every thing which affecb the liber- 
ties of the People ; >nd that, this Society ynll be 
happy to give him erery eixprcflion of their 
efteem and gratitude which ihaU bis in their 
gower. * 

S. H4YWQ0D > ,SBc*etary, 



HtS 



Paper TV. 

* Principles an*/ Refolutions gf ,/A* ConftitutionaJ 

Society */ Caipbridge, in the year j 783. 



, We declare, • - .- 

i.THHATj in our opinion, every individual b& 
X Mankind is born *Wfrh a ikmrdtigkl ttr 
Life,' Liberty, and Property « 

a; That the-affotiatirtg of many individuals 
into one Colle&ive Body, is for the fecurity, and 
not for the fuppreffidn of Natural Rights. 
. 3. That the confentof the People is tfietfud 
origin, and the happiness' of all; the only wor- 
thy end of Civil Government. 
- 4. That there is in all States impliedly, and in 
the' Britifh State exprefsly; a mutual contract 
]tetw£en the governors and the governed. 

5. That 

* Extracted froip the Miputc Book of the Sopiet jr. 
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ij. That, in the Britiih State, the eontra&ing 
Parties have agreed not to invade each other's 
Rights. • 

6. That one Right of the People of Great- 
Britain is, to make laws for their own Go- 
vernment* • 

7. That our Anceftors, ift very remote times, 
ufe& to make their own laws, and eleft their 
own officers j and that in later times every free 
Man voted for Reprefent^tives in Parliament, 
for it was only in the Reign of Henry thp Sixth 
that voting Was teftrained to Freeholders of 
forty {hillings a year. 

8. That the prefentftatci of Parliamentary Re- 
prefehtation is extremely defective, and ought to 
be Refortaed. 

£. That the BritHh Conftitution of King, 
Lords, and Coimtoons, is the moft perfect theory 
of Government ki the world, and may be ren- 
dered as petfe&in praftice, if the Houfe of Com- 
mora "be fo Reformed as to be independent on, 
afed uninfluenced by, the other two branches of 
the Legiflature. 

10. That the Houfe pf Commons hath been 
manifeftly under an improper influence from the 
other two branches of Legiflature, from which 
innumerable evils have arifen to the Country at 
large, as well as to the4nfluencing parties them- 
felves j and that unlets fome wife and effectual 
meafures be fpeedily tafeen to reft ore the Inde-- 
pendence of that Houfe, by reforming the Re- 
prefentation, the Country muft be overwhelmed 
jn ruin f Unanimous 
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the end we propose to obtain is igtfilJA* ' 
*4ENTARY^EF0Rii: " ' '...'- 

The whole Haafc e^ ParK*ra*n$ *oa$avof 
King. Lords* and Camsuinsi but our mrirtiini 
» wholly confined to the h&, they being the 
Rcpre4cntatraao£.u?4 - ..,.,. 1 : . 
* In order to obtain, as $c as,£t*i* v* tbi* 
defirabfe cod, ' ••.,.... , 

Wercfohe, , .. T 

That we w»U» b$ lucfe. peaceable aod conftitti* 
ucnal Meafims a* ^a jjp ff rfrwbfftcakw r 
&ted to aaiwer the end, cn^caiw^r faftobtaiiMt 
ftofapn ia the lUpfE^tajtipjr. \ 
, that at aU ^turc dc^Ui^ for tbw <tapa*y,w» 
•will tffe our eh&avouiea towoniate 4b& iaftrett; 
«f paly iMcHCa^d>t^,a4ih?aimo>M-|pff ii»ft 
Bkely to procure* ww^pullUsw^ffftai^iif 
Parliament, and a ttoffqping oj fe» fhjUHinfr , 
. that we wfopnt the Caod fabfo^rb p * we fap> 
port to no essence, but will dlfcfct^aftlfcwfer 
fences that rnay attend oi)r*f&g, *c.-fu* f*f« 
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